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Explanations on the ICES advice for 2023 

 

Cod around Greenland 

According to current knowledge, the cod stock complex off Greenland is divided into three 

subunits with clear ecological differences. The western coastal stock lives in the extensive fjord 

systems and the offshore stock is divided into a western (West Greenland) and an eastern 

(Southwest Greenland to Iceland) part. The eastern stock is mixing with the cod stock off 

Iceland. Historically, the peak of the cod fishery off Greenland was associated with a very large 

western offshore stock, while the recovery since the early 2000s is due to a strengthening of 

the eastern component. Overall, the stocks mix during the different life stages. It is therefore 

difficult to attribute catches to one population. 

The collapse of the stocks in the early 1990s was followed by a 10-year period of very low 

population density. The upward trend after 2000 is affected by considerable fluctuations. After 

a moratorium until 2005, fishing was allowed again in 2006. 

Neither the Thünen Institute nor the Greenland Institute of Natural Resources could carry out 

scientific expeditions in 2021 due to bad weather conditions and technical problems with the 

vessels. However, the latest stock assessments indicate a slight decline in the spawning stock 

and thus the scientific catch recommendation for 2023 decreases slightly from 8768 to 8460 

tonnes. In recent years, however, the politically set total allowable catches have always been 

many times higher than the scientific advice.  

The West Greenland offshore stock is at a very low level compared to historical observations. 

Both the results of the Greenlandic and the German research cruises of 2020 show a very low 

stock size. Consequently, the scientific advice for 2022 and 2023 is for zero catch. 
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