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Explanations on the ICES Advice for 2023 

 

Western Baltic cod 

This small but formerly very productive cod stock has been overfished since the early 2000s, i.e. 

fishing pressure has not been adjusted to the reduced production of offspring. Despite several 

warnings, politicians failed to adjust the management plan in force - mainly because the 

European Parliament and the Council of Ministers disagreed on who was responsible for this 

adjustment.  

In 2015, however, the stock produced only 10% of the average amount of recruits: it collapsed. 

At this point, policymakers took the right measures, reduced the commercial catch drastically 

and involved recreational fisheries, which account for a significant share of the total harvest, in 

the recovery of the stock. The following year class (2016) was much stronger and the stock 

initially developed positively, however, since 2017, only poor to extremely poor year classes 

followed. The reason for this has not yet been conclusively explained, but as with eastern cod, 

the influence of environmental conditions is apparently now much more important than that of 

fishing. The stock declined again and is now only at half the limit reference value.  

A revised stock calculation in 2021 made the stock status appear even worse. Since 2022, the 

directed fishery has been closed, and a very tight bycatch quota (less than 500 tonnes) has been 

set to keep the remaining fisheries open in the western Baltic Sea. For 2023, ICES recommends 

a catch of 943 tonnes based on the multi-annual management plan. After deducting catches 

from recreational fisheries and (mostly illegal) discards, it is likely that the directed fishery will 

remain closed and a bycatch quota will again be set at the current level.  

The fishery reports that cod can no longer be caught in this area; therefore, the larger trawlers 

in Schleswig-Holstein, which largely targeted cod, will therefore be scrapped. 
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