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Summary 

S e d s  were collected from 51 natural red maple (Acer 
rubrum L.) stands and the resultant seedlings were planted 
in six north central states. At age 5 (from seed), there was 
generally little interaction between seedlot and place of 
planting, trees grown from seed from the north central and 
east central portions of the range being tallest at all places. 
Seed collected in New York, Michigan, Wisconsin and north- 
ward resulted in trees having the most intense fall color 
and varying generally from medium to straight in stem 
form. Seed from Virginia, Tennessee and southward pro- 
duced the most crooked trees, presumably because of win- 
ter damage to the growing points. 

Key words: red maple, Acer rubrurn, growth, color, height, form. 

Zusammenfassung 

51 Herkünfte von Acer rubrum L. aus dem gesamten na- 
türlichen Verbreitungsgebiet der Art wurden in einem über 
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sechs Staaten der nördlichen U.S.A. gestreuten Provenienz- 
versuch angebaut und im Alter 5 auf Mortalität, Höhen- 
wachstum und Verfärbung der Blätter im Herbst hin un- 
tersucht. An den 5jährigen Nachkommenschaften konnten 
nur geringe Beziehungen zu den Ursprungsbeständen er- 
kannt werden. Die Nachkommenschaften aus den nördli- 
chen und östlichen Teilen der U.S.A. waren am wüchsig- 
sten. Die intensivste Herbstfärbung zeigten die Nachkom- 
mencchaften aus New York, Michigan und Wisconsin. 

Introduction 

Red maple (Acer rubrum L.) is one of the most common 
forest trees of eastern United States. Other than boxelder 
(Acer negundo L.), no other maple has a wider distribution 
in Canada and the United States (LITTLE, 1971) (Fig. 1). It is 
considered a valuable ornamental, with reddish twigs and 
flowers in the spring and beautiful red foliage in the au- 
t u r n .  

FREEMAN (1941) ~uccec~fully hybridized this species with 
silver maple (Acer saccharinum L.). Cytological work by 
FOSTER (1933), DUFFIELD (1933), and SANTAMOUR (1965) in- 
dicated that the base number for the genus Acer was 
n = 13, and that trees from different parts of the range 
of red maple were hexaploid (2n = 78), septaploid (2n = 
91), octoploid (2n = 104) and aneuploid (2n = 97, 98). 

Fig. 1. - Seed origins of red maple progenies. Accession numbers of geographic areas 
are shown; natural range of red maple is shaded (from LITTLE, 1971). 
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