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Summary 

A survey of the sex-ratio in Populus ciliata in the West- 
ern Himalayas has revealed 3 : 2 malelfemale ratio. A 
multivariate analysis did not show any differences between 
the male and female treas with respect to height, diameter 
and specific gravity. On average the better performance of 
female trees with rospect to the characters studied may be 
attributed to the occurrence of males in competition with 
dominent species, while the females prefer exposed and 
Open places. 
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Zusammenfassung 

Systematische Studien im Rahmen der züchterischen Be- 
arbeitung von Populus ciliata WALL. ex ROYLE im westlichen 
Himalaya ergaben bei dieser diözischen Baumart ein Ge- 
schlechter-Verhältnis von männlich 3 : weiblich 2. Die weib- 
lichen Bäume dieser Art zeigen eine etwas größere Wachs- 
tumsleistung, die jedoch standortbedingt zu sein scheint 
bzw. aus der Konkurrenz zu anderen Arten resultiert. 

Introduction 

Himalayan poplar (Populus ciliata WALL. ex ROYLE) is a 
tall, straight, clean-boled, deciduous tree found through- 
out the Himalayas at  altitudes of 1200-3500 m. In the 
Western Himalayas it is a common and conspicous tree in 
mixed broad-leaved, oak and coniferous forests attaining 
largest dimensions in the ravines. The species is considered 
useful for afforestation purposes on unstable hill sides 
(TROUP 1921; ANON. 1969), and also as a potential tree for 
pulp and Paper, the match industry and packing cases. 
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F i g .  1. - Map shows the area surveyed (31° 58' N 6' E). 






