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Summary other Pines, is of potential co~mmercial importance in Ja- 

Premcious floweiring at o d y  2-3 years age of Pinus Pan, Korea arid some pafis of the U.S.A. (TODA, 1974; 
densiflora i n t r ducd  at Dun, is reportd. Shi la r  WRIGHT, 1976). AS folr India, eadiW introductioas indicate 

early flolweiring reoo,rds in this arid o,ther pines of the Lari- the suitability of this exotic species only for the higher 

&ones grau* fro,m otJner plarts of the w;orld, are brbfly re- t m ~ e r a t e  altitudes (above 2400 m.) of the Himalayas. It 

viewed; m d  its value in breeding wolrk indicated. grows there much faster than the native Firs and hence 

Key words: Precocious flowering; Ptnus densiflora SIEB et Zucc.; 
could serve well for high altitude afforestation in the Fir- 

Japanese Red Pine. 
Zone. At lower elevations, such as at Dehra Dun (640 m.), 
a few isolated odd trees still surviving in local gardens 

Zusammenfassung 

Bei eingetopften Kiefern (Pinus densi j lora  SIEB. et Zucc.) 
konnten im 3. Jahr nach der Aussaat weibliche und männ- 
liche Blüten beobachtet wmden. 

Introduction 

The temperate Japanese Red pine (Pinus  densijlora 
SIEB. et ZUCC.), either by itself or in hybridization with 

l) Head, Division of Genetics, Kerala Forest Research Institute, 
Peechi 680653, India. 

show very pooir f m  and extremely stunted growth. So it 
seem that this high latitude temperate species is not 
suited for subtropical conditions at Dehra Dun. 

Material 

Recently, a small seed sample of an unknown provenance 
froim Japan had been received. Out of the 400 s&s initial- 
ly solwn oif this lot in nurwry beds at New Forest, Dehra 
Duin (30° 30' 40" N.Lat.) an 18th February, 1975, 138 seed- 
lings had resulted. These had been pricked out on 12th 
March olf the .Jame year into polybarg containers and trans- 
ferred a year later into 22 c m  wide earthen p t s ,  and thus 
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