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EVERETT J. ELIASON, retired Head of the Forestry Research 

Unit in the New York State Conservation Department 
(U.S.A.) died on May 26, 1973, after being stricken with a 
fatal heart attack while working in his pine plantation near 
Saratoga Springs, New York. 

ELIASON was born in Centerville, State of Indiana, March 
1, 1901, received a forestry degree from Purdue University 
in 1923, and a Master of Science, Pathology, from the New 
York State College of Forestry at Syracuse, New York in 
1925. He studied at Stockholm, Sweden, in 1927-28 as an 
American-Scandinavian Foundation Fellow. The follow- 
ing year he joined the New York Conservation Depart- 
ment and held the position, successively, of Forest Pa- 
thologist, Superintendent of Tree Nurseries and Head of 
the Research Unit before retiring in 1969. 

In 1940, as a Reserve Officer in the U. S. Army he was 
called into active military service, from which he returned 
to the Conservation Department in 1946. In his military 
career he achieved the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel. 

ELIASON is credited with the introduction of modernized 
seed procurement, extraction, testing and storage proce- 
dures at the New York State Forest Nurseries; overseeing 
the propagation of planting stock used in the experimental 
planting projects of the Department, many of which were 
in collaboration with the International Union of Forest 
Research Organizations; and being largely responsible for 
the establishment of the "Tree Orchard" program in New 
York. He became a charter member of the Northeastern 
Forest Tree Improvement Conference at its initial meeting 

in Williamstown, Massachusetts in 1953, and remained an 
active participant and strong supporter of the organization 
up to and following his retirement. From this he developed 
a vigorous interest in forest genetics, generally, and in the 
"Tree Orchard" system, specifically, all of which was re- 
flected in his later publications and attendance at research 
meetings, both in the U.S.A. and abroad. In addition to 
presenting projects at  a number of these meetings, he was 
frequently called upon for informal showings of slides, 
which were very well received. 

During his career ELIASON authored or CO-authored some 
60 publications, in such journals as Phytopathology, Silvae 
Genetica, Journal of Forestry, Zeitschrift für Forstgenetik 
und Forstpflanzenzüchtung, and Proceedings of the World 
Consultation {of Forest Genetics und Tree Irnprovernent 
(Stockholm, Sweden). In 1942 he collaborated in the re- 
vision of TOUMEY and KORSTIAN'S "Seeding and Planting in 
the Practice of Forestry", and the year before his retire- 
ment CO-authored a definitive article on "Forestry Tree 
Nursery in the United States". 

Those who worked closely with ELIASON will remember 
him, not only for his professional accomplishments, but 
equally for his humor, common-sense, and personality. His 
warm presence wiU, be sorely missed at professional 
gatherings and in the hearts of his family and friends. 

Port Charlotte, Florida U.S.A. 

IUFRO Norway Spruce Provenance Tests in New Hampshire 
and New York 

By HENRY I. BALDWIN~), EVERETT J. ELIASON~, and DONALD E. 
CARLS0N3) 

The Natural Range of Norway Spruce 

Norway spruce (Picea abies) occurs naturally in parts of 
Central and Northern Europe from 42O to 69O N latitude and 
from sea level to 2100 m elevation. WAHLGREN (1922) con- 
cluded that Norway spruce had never occurred naturally 
in most of France, Spain, Britain, Belgium, Holland, north- 
west Germany, Denmark and Western Norway. The bound- 
ary in eastern Europe is hard to deterrnine because P. abies 
blends with P. obovata south of the White Sea and east to 
the Volga (KIELLANDER, 1958). Spruce is believed to have 
invaded Sweden from the east via Finland and according 
to HESSELMAN and SCHOTTE (1906) did not occur naturally in 
south-western Sweden. 

DENGLER'S exhaustive study (DENGLER, 1912) of historical 
records far back in the Middle Ages, supplemented by ex- 
tensive travel and field investigations caused him to con- 
clude that Norway spruce was adapted to a cool continental 
climate and was also limited by precipitation. The bound- 
ary of natural distribution proposed by him followed 
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closely the 600 mm isohyet. Norway spruce was thus ex- 
cluded from the dry areas of North Germany. 

DENGLER'S map covered only northern and central Ger- 
many. RUBNER (1924,1934,1953) published maps of the entire 
range of Picea abies agreeing in general with DENGLER. 
RUBNER showed the northern limit in Germany as a line 
running just west of Nuremberg, eastward to Looz, then 
south of Warsaw, and west of Brest to Danzig, whence it 
crossed the Baltic to southern Sweden. The western and 
southern boundary ran from Strassburg to Zürich, south 
to Geneva, then east to the Balkans. Considerable areas of 
non-occurrence were delineated around Prag, Brunn, Bu- 
dapest and Bukarest (RUBNER, 1934, P. 340, Figure 85). In a 
later work (RUBNER, 1956) he proposed three main zones of 
occurrence of Norway spruce: 

I Alpine - Meridional 
I1 Central (Hercynien - Carpathians) 

I11 Baltic, Northern and Western 

These regions were separated by areas of no natural 
Picea such as the valleys of the Danube, Vistula and Bug, 
and it was suggested that Norway spruce may have de- 
veloped characteristic traits in these isolated areas. GATHY 

(1960), however, contended that RUBNER'S pattern of three 
large zones was not justified. He concluded that the "dis- 
tribution area of spruce is single and continuous". 
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