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A multi-stemmed, symmetrical dwarf sweetgum (Liquidambar styraciflua L.) growing in Oconee County Georgia,
e t al. (1966). Two speciU.S.A. was reported by KORMANIK
mens of this dwarf exist in one locality. One is growing on
the terrace of an abandoned cotton field which now supports a stand of volunteer loblolly pine interzpersed with
normally growing sweetgum. That bush is about 11 feet tall
(Figure 1) and about 25 years old. The second specimen
(Figure 2), about 9 feet tall, was apparently propagated by
a tenant farmer about 20 years ago and planted in the Open
near a house. Both are bushy and symmetrical.

. - Three-year-old

Figure 3

ramet produced by a root cutting.

Dendrological Characteristics
Figure 1.

- Ortet of the dwarf sweetgum clone (left). - F i g u r e

2.

-

Open-grown ramet of the dwarf sweetgum clone (right).

Similar dwarfs are growing a t the Forest Nursery Company near McMinnville, Tennessee. Its president reports
that he observed four or five of them in nursery beds of
normal sweetgum seedlings. Therefore this dwarf form
does not seem to bc as unique as had been asuumed. Because we have been unable to distinguish among any of
these dwarfs in the field, the nomenclature published by
t h e Forest Nursery Company naming the dwarf L. styraciflua C. V. 'Gum Ball' (A RNOLDIA, 1969) will be followed in
this Paper.
Several of the dwarfs have been propagated vegetafively
from root and stem cuttings. All propagules retained the
bushy habit of the ortet (Fig. 3).
Scion material from the dwarf has been successfully
grafted onto rootstock of normal sweetgum seedlings. These
grafts are in their fourth growing season. They have retained their deliquescent habit after grafting (Figure 4)
and seem to inhibit the buds of the rootstock.
I ) Assistant Professor, School of Forest Resources, University of
Georgia. Athens, Ga., Principal Wood Sclentist and Silviculturist,
respectively, U.S.D.A., Forest Service, S.E. Forest Experiment Station, Athens, Ga. The senior author was employed by the Forest
Service in Athens when research was performed.

The two outstanding characteristizs of this dwarf sweetgum are its symmetrical deliquescent gr&h
and the
absence of flower production. According to observations of
BROWN
e t al. (1967), L. styraciflua L. pcssesses weak apical
dominance but exhibits strong apical control, a combination
which results in an excurrent habit of growth. The dwarf,

F i g u r e 4.

-

Three-year-old graft of dwarf sweetgum on normal
stock.

