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1. INTRODUCTION

Over the ages, agriculture has been an importaat@ractivity for Estonian population, with
one of the main objectives of continually providithg inhabitants with food. In addition to
yielding agricultural products, farmers also shidme task of keeping the environment clean,
applying the principle of economy while using ree natural resources, conserving
natural diversity and socio-economic vitality ofraliareas. All these objectives can be
obtained through organic (in Estonian “MAHE” or “@K) farming, also called ecological
farming.

Organic farming is cooperation between the presktrvaditional farming practices and the
new scientific developments. Organic farming isean-friendly farming practice, preserving
biodiversity and clean water. Organic farming daes use synthetic mineral fertilisers and
artificial plant protection products. Soil is beikgpt fertile with the use of crop rotations with
leguminous plants adapted to local needs and ardenilisers (manure, green fertilisers,
compost etc.). Preservation of the level of plamtrition elements in the soil of organic
fields might be problematic though (soil erosioa3, low use of fertilisers often results in
more plant nutrition elements being removed with lilarvest than brought back into the field.
But with the use of skilled crop rotation and gresrl other organic fertilisers, it is possible
to attain balance of plant nutrition elements aodameliorate soil conditions. Spread of
biological pest is being prevented by ensuring @ity in the productive environment
(through facilitating the growth of natural enemiek the biological pest), but also by
mechanical techniques and the use of natural glestection products. Due to not using
chemical plant protection products in organic fargpisoil will cleanse itself in time from the
residue of the plant protection products, which warheliorate the quality of water and soil.
Organic livestock production is balanced with planbduction, as animal fodder is mainly
produced in the same farm and manure from aninsalssed as a fertiliser in the fields.
Organic livestock production guarantees the waelhdpeof animals: they have to be able to
stay outside, eat organic fodder and serve alr tinstinctive needs. It is forbidden to use
chemically-synthesised allopathic veterinary mewitiproducts or antibiotics to prevent
diseases. Organic processing leaves the food asahas possible, whereat only a restricted
choice of food additives of natural origin is alledv Genetically modified organisms and
products made of them or with them are not alloweadrganic farming. The result of all this
is a clean environment and an increase in biodiye®n the other hand, organic farming is a
quality scheme with a task of providing productattfor different reasons appeal to the

consumer.
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The main organic farming requirements are the salirm/er the European Union (the area is
regulated by EU regulations), valid for plant protlon and livestock production as well as
for processing and distribution. In addition, sevdtstonian legal acts should be considered
by the people involved in organic farming. Undee frganic Farming Act, all enterprises
related to production, processing and distribufiororganic farming have to be approved.
Catering enterprises, wishing to prepare and Histei organic food, are only obliged to
inform about it. Control authorities regularly ckefulfilling of the requirements of organic
farming.

Organic farming is a constantly growing agricultusactor in the whole world. In 2006 the
total area of organic farming land was 30.5 millleectares and there were over 700,000
organic farmers, but in 2011 the total area of nig&arming land was already 37.2 million
hectares and there were 1.8 million organic farméngre were 205,500 organic farmers in
Europe in 2006 and the total area of organic fagntamd was 7.5 million hectares. In 2011
there were 280,000 organic farmers and the toeéd af organic farming land was 10.6
million hectares. In 2011 the biggest proportiororganic farming land compared to the total
area of agricultural land in the European Unions waAustria (19.7%), followed by Sweden
(15.4%) and Estonia (14.8%).

The world organic market size in 2011 was estimate€l47 bn and European organic market
size at € 21.5 bn

Organic farming production is well developed indfsa. In 2013 16.3% of the agricultural

land was under organic farming and almost 50% bb&laep and beef animals were from
organic farming. At the same time, most of the nmaeat milk from organic farming reach

consumers with no indication of organic farminghaving been processed with non-organic
products. During the last few years, the numbegarofiucts with organic labelling has quickly

increased and distribution of organic productstteeoEuropean Union states has started.

It is very important that an efficient risk-basagervision along all the supply chain is well
in place. The system of supervision is being addi@ a regular basis and compliance
officers go through systematic training. This gitles customer a certain confidence and trust
towards the organic origins of the distributed jad.

Estonian Organic Farming Development Plan 2007-281@ Estonian Rural Development
Plan 2007-2013 have had a positive impact on theldpment of the organic sector. Strong
emphasis has been placed on extension of orgaemt ptoduction and livestock production,
on training the people engaged in organic farmamginforming customers and on developing
the control system of organic farming. The orgaproduction support, paid within the

framework of the agri-environment support, has baemmportant factor in the development
of organic farming.

! .https://www.fibl.org/fileadmin/documents/shop/1636-organic-world-2014.pdf
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Organic Farming Development Plan is in particuleeded to improve the competitiveness of
organic farming and to increase the consumptidoc#l organic food. The development plan
shall address under the general subject of orgameing the following topics: organic plant
production and livestock production, processingjrdiution, consumption and catering, but
also researches in organic farming, training aneesuasion. Bottlenecks of the sector have
been pointed out and possible solutions sugge#tdding value to organic production,
improving the production efficiency, product deyailent, economy ensured in the use of
resources, quality of the food, improving the knedge of the organic farming sector workers
and advisors, as well as improving the research agmclopment of the sector and the
supervision, are particularly important. A biggentribution is made into organic processing
and distributing as well as into developing commotities.

As a result of a recommendation from the Europeami@ission to draw up a national
organic farming development plan in every membatestin 2012 the Ministry of Agriculture
of Estonia started preliminary work for preparirte tpresent development plan with the
involvement of representatives of Estonian OrgaRarming Foundation. An advisory
working group of 30 members for preparing the deprlent plan and its implementation
plan was created with a ministerial order on 2lisgst 2013. The group worked in the form
of meetings. In total 10 meetings took place, hgubesides the members of the group also
organic farmers, officials and other professiornalsng part. The following were involved in
drafting the plan: commercial association Eston@manic, Estonian Organic Farming
Foundation, Centre for Ecological Engineering, B&to Biodynamic Association, Laanemaa
Organic Farmers’ Society, non-profit associatiomr8alOrganic, non-profit association Hiiu
Organic, Research Centre of Organic Farming of ritato University of Life Sciences,
Estonian University of Life Sciences, non-profitsasiation Harju Organic Farmers’
Association, commercial association Wiru Vili, comntial association South-Estonian Food
Network, non-profit association Virumaa Organic dRrcers, Estonian Crop Research
Institute, Central Union of Estonian Farmers, Agitgral Research Centre, Estonian
Horticultural Association, Estonian Farmers FedemtAgricultural Board, Veterinary and
Food Board, Estonian Agricultural Registers andidmiation Board, Estonian Chamber of
Agriculture and Commerce, Estonian Chefs Assoamatioon-profit association Estonian
Young Farmers, Rural Economy Research Centre s8tatiEstonia, TNS EMOR, non-profit
association Parnu Bay Partnership and non-profib@ation Estonian Rural Tourism. The
preparation and coordination of the development ek place under the auspices of the
deputy secretary general of food safety and sciemzk development of the Ministry of
Agriculture.

The basis for planning the activities of the orgafarming development plan is the SWOT
analysis put together by the development plan patijoan work group in 2013.

2. STRATEGIC OBJECTIVE OF THE DEVELOPMENT PLAN

The development plan has been prepared on the badlse European Action Plan for
Organic Food and Farmin{n accordance with the recommendations of the EranpAction



Organic Farming Development Plan 2014-2020

Plan for Organic Food and Farming, an organic faguievelopment plan is mostly needed in
Estonia for developing the field of organic farmisugd for improving its competitiveness.

THE STRATEGIC OBJECTIVE OF THE DEVELOPMENT PLAN IS TO IMPROVE THE COMPETITIVENESS OF
ORGANIC FARMING AND TO PROMOTE THE CONSUMPTION OF LOCAL ORGANIC FOOD.

INDICATORS

Rate / Levels Basic level | Target
2013 level

2020

Net value added per labour unit in organic farniiggro) 12,406 20,500

Source: Rural Economy Research Centre (FADN)

Proportion of regular (weekly) organic food consusria Estonia (%) | 8 20

Source: TNS EMOR

The organic farming development plan is based »rsactors: 1) production; 2) processing;
3) catering; 4) distribution and consumption; 5)estfic studies and applied research,
training, consulting and dissemination of inforrati 6) legislation and supervision. In
addition to the strategic objective of the develepiplan, a objective has been set in every
domain and a list drawn up of all the measures antns for reaching it. Indicators have
been specified for estimating the target reachraatlinfluence of the measures, whereat in
case of the supportive domains — like scientifid applied research, training, advice and
communication; legislation and supervision — speaifon of indicators has not been
considered important, as their influence will berséhrough indicators of other domains. The
level of achievement of the objectives of the depaient plan shall be measured yearly and
in order to reach the best possible result, theldpment plan shall be amended if and when
necessary.

3. SECTORAL ANALYSIS OF ORGANIC FARMING

3.1. PRODUCTION

3.1.1. SITUATION AND OPPORTUNITIES

Organic farming is a sustainable way of plant patidun and livestock production. Gathering
edible plants and mushrooms from non-cultivatecasrs also considered organic plant
production.

The number of enterprises engaged in organic farhizs grown 32% between the years
2006 and 2013 (Figure 1). By the end of 2013, thesee 1,553 organic enterprises in the
organic farming register (1,173 in 2006).

2 Estimation from 2006-2012 time series. The aceubasic level will be clear in the second half 012.
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Figure 1. Number of enterprises engaged in org&miaing (plant production and livestock
production) in 1999-2013
Source: Organic Farming Register

Area of land under organic farming (including tlaed subjected to conversion period and
grazed non-agricultural land) has doubled since62@@ure 2). According to the Organic

Farming Register, at the end of 2013, there was4PB3hectares of land under organic
farming, 131,610 hectares (86%) of which had coteplehe conversion period. In addition
to this, according to the Organic Farming Registbere were 40,579 hectares of non-
cultivated areas for picking wild plants (plantslanushrooms) (only 223 hectares in 2006).
Organic land, including the land subjected to cosie& period, accounted in 2013 for 16%
(Figure 3) of Estonian agricultural land (12% in1RQ14% in 2011). Organic production is
spread in Western and South-Estonia. In terms ofbau of organic farmers, Voru County is
the first; in terms of area of organic land, Sa@oeinty takes the lead.

Organic farms have been growing, year after yehe dverage area of an organic farm in
2006 was 67 hectares; in 2013 it was 99 hectat®s.largest organic farms in 2006 had 800
hectares of land. In 2013, the nine largest Estoorganic farms had over 1000 hectares of
land each. There has been an increase of interesganic production among the members of
the younger generation. Support for organic pradachas substantially contributed to the
expansion of organic production.
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Figure 2. Area of land under organic farming, imithg the land subject to conversion
period, 1999-2013 (hectares)
Source: Organic Farming Register
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Figure 3. Proportion of land under organic farmammpared to all agricultural land, 2006-
2013 (%)
Source: Organic Farming Register

From the total area of organic land in 2013, 43%s w&able land, including short-term
grassland; 43% was permanent grassland, 12% ngassland, 1% was fruit and berry
orchards and 1% was grazed non-agricultural lamgu(E 4). It is characteristic of organic
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land-use to have a large proportion of grasslantiabthe same time the relative proportion
of grassland in organic production has decrease@006, permanent grassland, natural and
short-term grassland in crop rotation made up 88%sganic land; in 2013 it was 76%.

1% 1%

Arable land, incl.short-term
12% grassland

43% B Permanent grassland

Natural grassland

B Grazed non-agricultural land

43% .
B Fruit and berry orhards

Figure 4. Use of organic farming land in 2013.
Source: Organic Farming Register

The cultivation area under organic cereals hastlgraereased in the last few years (Figure
5). In 2006, organic cereals were grown on 8,526tdnes of land; in 2013, on 23,090
hectares of land, of which 20,810 hectares wereerved. Between 2006 and 2013 the area
under organic cereals has increased 2.7 time€18,2rganic cereals were cultivated by 658
farms and the largest area per farm was 570 hecféhe most popular cereal was oats (about
half of the area under cereals), then wheat, baalegy rye. Compared to conventional
production, the average cereal yield in organiapaobion is 25-40% lower. With regard to
the possibility of distributing organic cerealsather European Union countries, production
of organic cereals for food is increasing step tep sAccording to the data provided by the
Organic Farming Register, in 2012 the total cepeatluction on 20,006 hectares of land were
converted, was 34,147 tons, which is 3.4% of Estototal cereal production (Table 1).

Organic production of industrial crops (mostly rage turnip rape) has increased (Figure 5).
Flax, white mustard, hemp, caraway, camelina adddoradish are also being cultivated. In
2006, industrial crops were organically cultivated 312 hectares of land; in 2013, on 3,439
hectares.
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Figure 5. Area (including the area subject to cosie@ period) under organic cereals, pulses
and industrial crops in 2006-2013 (hectares)
Source: Organic Farming Register

Organic vegetables and potatoes are mostly cutivan small areas (Figure 6). In 2006,
organic vegetables were grown on 58 hectares dof ian2013, on 132 hectares (increase of
86% compared to 2006). In 2012, the total harvesh 92 hectares of land with had already
passed the conversion period was 535 tons, whichOuwd#6 of the total vegetable production
in Estonia. In 2006, organic potato was grown o Béctares of land; in 2013, on 199
hectares (decrease of 17% compared to 2006). 18,260& total harvest of organic potato
from 183 hectares of land which had passed cororengeriod was 2,295 tons, which was
1.7% of the total potato production in Estonia.

Fruit and berry orchard area has increased (Figufeom 1,146 hectares in 2006 to 1,669
hectares in 2013 (46%). In fruit orchards mainlyplaptrees are grown; in berry orchards
mainly sea buckthorn is cultivated. In 2006 se&tharn was grown on 523 hectares, in 2013
on 832 hectares. Fruit and berry production frogaarc land with already passed conversion
period in 2012 was in total 296 tons from 1,124téexs of land, which was 5.8% of the total
production in Estonia.
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Figure 6. Total area under organic potato, vegesldtrawberries, aromatics and medicinal
plants, fruit trees and berries (including the lamdonversion ) in 2006-2013 (hectares)

Source: Organic Farming Register

Table 1 Plant production as on 31.2012.

Proportio
Area a thousand hectares) Proportio Production (tons) n ofp
n of ORGANI
ORGANI C
Crops ORGANIC c ORGANI | compared
In total oy compared| |n total c to gross
(converted) to total value of
area (%) productio
n (%)
Cereals in total 290.5 20.0 6.9 991,200 34,1471 3.4
- wheat 124.3 3.7 3.0 484,700 6,077 1.2
- rye 16.9 2.9 17.1 57,100 6,420 11.2
- barley 108.7 35 3.2 340,300 4,118 1.2
- oats 31.8 8.7 27.4 78,400 16,615 21.2
Pulses 11.0 1.3 11.8 12,900 1,707 13.2
Potato 7.6 0.2 2.2 138,900 2,295 1.7
Open field 2.9 0.1 3.8 66,100 535 0.8
vegetables
Fruit and berrieq 6.8 1.1 14.3 5,834 296 51

Source: Organic Farming Register, Statistics Estoni

Aromatics and medicinal plants, berries and mushsmay also be picked from verified
non-cultivated areas which are in compliance witljaaic farming requirements. In 2006, 16
approved enterprises had in total 220.9 hectaresildfplants collection areas; in 2013, 38
approved enterprises had 40,579 hectares of waldtplcollection areas.

10
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The first organic seed multiplication enterprisesva@proved in 2008. In 2013, there were 15
enterprises in organic farming register engagedrganic seed multiplication. These were
mainly engaged in cereal, legumes, grasses and segetables (tomato, onion, radish,
cabbage, swede, bean, pea) seed multiplicatiorreTMaas no organic multiplication of seed
potato. The administrator of the database of omaeed, seed potato and multiplication
materials is the Agricultural Board. In 2013, orgafarmers requested from the Agricultural
Board permits for the use of in total 99 tons ofeat) 72 tons of barley, 48 tons of oats, 35
tons of rye etc. seeds from non-organic farminghasneeded species or varieties of organic
seed was not available. Hence organic seed praycis well as the choice of species and
varieties, does not cover the needs of organicifegnCreation of organic seed multiplication
centres would permit to quickly and effectivelyrn@ase the multiplication of organic seeds. It
would also promote the development of organic seatliplication, if financial contribution
would be paid for the use of certified seeds (oéaks, potato).

In 2006 as well as in 2013, around two thirds @f dinganic farmers were engaged in organic
livestock production (726 farmers in 2006, 977 farsnin 2013). Organic livestock
production is characterised by increase in flodesi This is one of the reasons why only so
little of organically grown animals or organic meagach the market. The number of
organically grown bovine animals bovines, sheep godts has increased year on year
(Figure 7, Figure 8). This has been promoted byldlge proportion of grassland in organic
use of land and favourable natural conditions.

In 2006, 464 farms were engaged in organically gigwovine animals; in 2013 the number
of farms was 629. In total there were 14,255 orgahi grown bovine animals in 2006 and
35,582 in 2013 (2.5 times more). In 2013, thereen®609 dairy cows organically grown in
170 farms, which is significantly less compared2@6. Organic farmers' milk producing
flocks are usually relatively small. In 2013, thevere only 24 flocks with more than 30
cows. The biggest flock had 231 dairy cows andetlvezre three more flocks with over 100
cows. In 2012, in total 12,172 tons of organic cailk was produced, which makes the
proportion of organic milk only 1.7% from the totallk production (Table 2). Conditions for
producing organic milk in Estonia are in generad@y@and with a short supply chain there is a
possibility to gain. Joint action of organic farmeand cooperation with scientists should be
encouraged. On 1st January 2014, a free rangereengmt was applied for bovine animals, in
case the farm has more than 20 livestock unitetbeted animals, which causes a decrease of
12% in the number of organic dairy cows.

In 2013, organic beef suckler cows were kept by &dthers who owned in total 10,882
animals (which is over 50% of Estonian suckler goW26 farmers had more than 30 suckler
cows. The biggest flock had 162 suckler cows.

The number of organic sheep has increased 2.3 wormepared to 2006 (20,723 animals in
2006, 47,566 animals in 2013). More than half dfEstonian sheep are organically kept. In
2013, 358 farms were engaged in organic sheep riginihere were 116 farms with more
than 100 sheep. The biggest sheep flock, in Valman€, had 2,969 sheep.

11
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The number of organic goats has doubled. In 20@8etwere 558 organic goats, in 2013 the
number of goats was 1,245 (26% of the total nunobgoats in Estonia). In 2012, in total 94
tons of organic goat milk was produced.

In 2012, 36% of Estonian sheep and goat meat veggsa.

Other animals (pigs, rabbits, poultry) are rareoiganic farming. In 2006, there were 434
organically reared pigs in 45 farms; in 2013 thesxe 890 pigs in 26 farms. In the pig herd
with the biggest number of sows, there were 42 sows

The number of organically reared rabbits has tripie 2006, there were 483 organically
reared rabbits, in 2013 the number was 1,524 (Eigur

Compared to 2006, the number of organically repadtry has sextupled (from 5,037 birds
in 2006, to 28,582 in 2013). In 2006, there wer¢otal 3,934 laying hens in 207 farms; in
2013, there were 19,516 hens in 151 farms (FiglréOnly 29 farms had more than 100
laying hens. In 2012, 8,040 laying hens, who hadveded, laid 1.4 million organic eggs,
which is 0.8% of Estonian egg production.

In 2012, 1,400 tons of organic meat was producehlichwis 1.8% of the total meat

production. Organically produced animal productskenaip a significant proportion of

Estonian agricultural production in certain prodggbups. Sadly not all of the organic
production reaches the customer with an organiel lab it, as the development of processing
and distribution has not been sufficient yet.

The number of organic beehives has increased gigntfy (Figure 8). In 2006, there were 14
farms engaged in organic beekeeping and they h&mtah331 beehives (in 2013 there were
32 farms with 1,510 beehives). The biggest orgapiary in 2013 had 347 beehives. In 2012,
755 beehives that had converted produced in t@tab2s of organic honey (2.3% of Estonian
total honey production).

12
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Figure 7. The number of organic bovine animalsl(idairy and beef cattle), beef suckler
cows, sheep, poultry (incl. laying hens) and laynegs in 2006-2013, in total: the ones still in
conversation period and the ones already converted.

Source: Organic Farming Register (data from on-ipet checks)
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Figure 8. Total number of organically kept goaigsprabbits and beehives from 2006-2013
(in conversion+converted)
Source: Organic Farming Register (data from on-ipet checks)
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Table 2. Livestock production and its products a89.12.2012.

E\Il%rgger ORGA | Production ORGANIC
; . . NIC (in tons) proportion
Name animals/birds/beehives proporti ' of
In total | ORGANIC In total (in ORGANIC .
on of production
(converted) total (%) tons) (converted) (%)
Bovine animals | 246.0 27.1 11.0 12,300 1083 8.8
- including dairy | 96.8 2.5 2.6 721,000 12,174 1.7
COwsS
Pigs 375.1 0.9 0.2 48,800 64 0.1
Sheep and goats 81.4 36.1 44.3 700 249 35.6
Laying hens 607.6 16.2 2.7 174,8 million 1,4 millig 0.8
Beehives 41.4 0.9 2.2 957 22 2.3

Source: Organic Farming Register, Statistics Office

Land under organic farming is usually located issldertile areas. Around 75% of it is
permanent and short-term grassland where a rdiatorg amount of legumes are grown. If
the farm has a lot of grassland, organic farming &gositive impact on soil fertility. The
monitoring data of the Agricultural Research Ceranel the changes that took place in the
pilot field of the Estonian Crop Research InstifuteJ6geva, show that the level of potassium
derived by the plants from organic fields' plouglydr, decreases to some extent, level of
assimilable phosphorus and soil pH stay unchangedte soil balance is positie

The proportion of unplanted fallow land is high9% in 2013). Keeping unplanted fallow

land is not an environment friendly choice, as anf#d fallow land decreases the levels of
soil organic matter and humus, and fractures snicture. Instead of unplanted fallow land

for weed control, it is possible to use combindldge and elaborated crop rotation. During
the period of assistance of Estonia's Rural Devatyg Plan 2014-2020, there shall be no
organic farming support to unplanted fallow lanahpifully that will contribute to decrease

of the proportion of unplanted fallow land.

The proportion of crop production sales has in@das the incomes of the recipients of
organic farming support. A big proportion of theame is still the support, under which 45%
of the organic farmers are sustainable, withoutghyeport the proportion is 33%. Organic
farmers have been quite active in applying forithestment support of the Estonian Rural
Development Plan 2007-2013. 433 organic farmerdiexpfor the support of the Estonian
Rural Development Plan 2007-2013 measure 1.4.1 (@R#he applicants); the support was
given to 316 organic farmers (21% of the benefiegr 104 organic farmers applied for the
support of the measure 1.4.2 (25% of the appligaiitsvas granted to 65 organic farmers
(23% of the beneficiaries).

3 Estonia's Rural Development Plan 2007-2013, etialuaeport of axis 2, http://pmk.agri.ee/
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Table 3. SWOT analysis of organic production (plamoiduction and livestock production).

Strengths Weaknesses

1. Big proportion of organic land 1. Low medium efficiency
2. Big number of organic beef cattle and| 2. Low yields
sheep 3. Inadequate attention paid to preservatjon
3. Favourable natural conditions for and elevation of soil fertility
organic farming 4. Lack of capacity to invest
4. Presence of organic farmers with long| 5. Seed multiplication not developed
experience enough.

6. Inadequate technological level

7. Lack of agricultural advisers

8. Lack of inputs (fodder and seed), their
high price and poor access to them

9. Majority of organic farming land
situated in areas with low fertility

10.Lack of co-operation between the

farmers
1. Better accessibility to modern 1. Lack of labour force in rural areas
technology 2. Lack of opportunity of expansion of
2. Increasing interest of young producers in enterprises
organic production 3. Retardation of the development of

3. Cooperation interest of other sectors (for organic processing
example tourism, catering in child carg 4. GMO contamination
institutions) 5. Decrease of soil fertility

4. Rise in prices of inputs not used in
organic farming

5. Conversion of conventional producers
with high soil fertility land and better
technological level to organic production

6. Increasing interest of the consumer and
the readiness to pay more for the qualijty
of organic food compared to the
conventional food

3.1.2. OBJECTIVE

ORGANIC FARMING PRODUCTION IS COMPETITIVE, DIVERSE, WIDELY USED AND HAS HIGH PRODUCTIVITY

The objective will be above all obtained throughe@lepment of organic plant production and
livestock production, improvement of the produdgivof organic production and quality of
products, improvement of production efficiency @ahcbugh ameliorating the common effort
and activities of organic farmers.
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INDICATORS
Rate / Levels Basic level Target level
2013 2020
Organic land (in conversion+converted) / converted 153,426 / 180,000/
organic land (ha) 131,610 175,000
Source: Organic Farming Register
Proportion of organic farming total production caargd to| No available 50% up compared
total production of Estonian agriculture (%) data to 2014
Source: Rural Economy Research Centre

3.1.3. MEASURES AND ACTIVITIES

MEASURE 1.1 DEVELOPMENT OF ORGANIC FARMING PRODUCTION

1.1.1. Developing organic livestock production and plambduction through supporting
organic farming production

MEASURE 1.2 DEVELOPING ORGANIC SEED MULTIPLICATION

1.2.1. Establishment of organic seed centres, includingestments into buildings or
installations
1.2.2. Development of organic seed centres

MEASURE 1.3 DEVELOPING ORGANIC VEGETABLE GROWING, INCLUDING IN GREENHOUSES

1.3.1. Buying the needed installations and machinery fegetable growing, constructing
greenhouses, constructing and renovating buildirggablishment of irrigation
systems

1.3.2. Construction and renovation of buildings needed dtwrage and conservation of
vegetable production and purchase of equipment

MEASURE 1.4 DEVELOPING ORGANIC FRUIT AND BERRY PRODUCTION

1.4.1. Buying the needed installations and machineryait &ind berry production
Purchase of plants for setting up plantations amgttuction of irrigation systems and
other needed facilities

1.4.2. Construction and renovation of buildings neededsforage and conservation of fruit
and berry production and purchase of equipment

MEASURE 1.5 DEVELOPING ORGANIC CROP PRODUCTION

1.5.1. Improving technological possibilities (appliances and maehinneeded for crop
production; storage, dryers and buildings)

MEASURE 1.6 DEVELOPMENT OF ORGANIC LIVESTOCK PRODUCTION

1.6.1. Development of production and processing of orgéeed
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1.6.2. Promotion of cultivating and using uncommon sgjlarop rich in protein
1.6.3. Construction and re-construction of farm buildinfgg animals to improve their
welfare.

MEASURE 1.7 DEVELOPMENT OF ORGANIC AQUACULTURE

1.7.1. Construction of needed facilities and purchasesiallations
1.7.2. Purchase of the reproductive material needed fyaroc aquaculture

MEASURE 1.8 RECOGNITION OF BEST ORGANIC FARMERS

1.8.1. Competition of organic farmers
1.8.2. Organising an organic farming theme day with th@camcement of competition
results

MEASURE 1.9 DEVELOPING COLLECTIVE ACTION OF PRODUCERS

1.9.1. Promoting joint action of the producers for pure@asf input of products and
distribution the products
- Setting up of producer groups
- Developing the activities of producer groups

1.9.2. Supporting an umbrella organisation for develomrganic farmers cooperation

MEASURE 1.10 IMPROVING THE PRODUCTIVITY, THE EFFECTIVENESS AND THE QUALITY OF ORGANIC
PRODUCTION

1.10.1.Putting innovative solutions into service

3.2. PROCESSING

3.2.1. SITUATION AND OPPORTUNITIES

Since 2009, the number of organic processors l@agngsignificantly. In 2006, there were 13

enterprises engaged in organic processing, in Bdre were 55, in 2012 — 72 and in 2013 —
84. In 2013, the most common were processors oétabtes, fruit and berries (30) and

cereals and pulses (18). Enterprises are notlulis¢d equally among different counties; more
than half of the enterprises engaged in organidymts processing are located in Hiiu

County. Only organic products are mostly procedsearganic farms using their own raw

material. In 2013, there were 34 organic farmess @ngaged in processing. Around half of
the organic processors produce organic as welb@mgentional products.

In 2008, from all processed organic products, dera@ad pulses made up 41%, dairy products
— 37%, vegetables and fruit — 7%, common bakendymts and pastry — 9% and meat
products — 3%. In 2012, structure indicators ofcpssed products were: cereals and pulses
45%, dairy products 9%, vegetables and fruit 116mmon bakery products and pastry 7%
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and meat products 11% (Figure 9); new products spngt/vodka, soya and fish products
and yeast.

800 === Products from cereals

and pulses
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/ \ vegetables, potatoes
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/ \ / andberries
400 / Meat and meat

v products
300
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== Bakery products

Figure 9. Volume of most significant organic protiuic 2008-2012 (tons)
Source: Organic Farming Register

There has been a possibility to develop processitly the means of investment support of
the rural development plan, which gives certain amtlages to the applicant in case of
involvement in organic processing. At the same timéot of small enterprises do not have
the means for self-financing. The development adcpssing enterprises has also been
prevented by the lack of qualified labdur

In the future, the possibility to increase the atidalue of the products should be used better.
Even though a substantial part of Estonian organiciucts are processed as conventional
products or exported as raw material, the possilidiincrease the added value of the product
is used more and more, which brings additional maes in export as well as in the home
market. Thus more and more organic food processé&tstonia reaches our customers, there
is a larger variety of organic food to choose framd its availability has improved. First
enterprises amongst the major producers of foodsing have started to look for possibilities
to produce organic food, which so far has beersthe preserve of small producers.

The number of enterprises engaged in organic feedepsing is small: in 2013, there were
three enterprises engaged in preparation andhdisitig of processed feed (two of them are
organic farmers), one enterprise was involved istrifiuting organically produced feed
material and three enterprises were engaged intdishg organically processed feed (one of
them an organic farmer).

Table 4. SWOT analysis of organic processing

* K. Sarapuu, ,Situation and Development opportasitif Organic Food in Estonia“, 2013, Tartu
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Strengths

1. Growing number of small enterprises | 1.
engaged in processing of organic
products 2.

2. There is a legal framework for 3.
processing, including small processing

3. Existence of good guide materials for | 4.
small processors

Opportunities
1. Increase in demand of locally processed.
organic products
Improvement of investment options and2.
emergence of favourable loan
opportunities 3.
3. Increase in production of local organic
raw material (emergence of the needef
so called critical mass)
Increasing interest from the side of
customers and readiness to pay more for
organic food than for ordinary food

n

B

Weaknesses

Absence of big scale (including joint
activity) processing
Small investment capacity
Low level of cooperation between the
producers in distributing and processin
Lack (incl. seasonal) of raw material of
certain product group, which is
problematic for awakening the interest
of big processors
Lack of interest in organic processing
from the part of industrial enterprises
due to poor profitability
Lack of knowledge in record-keeping
High logistics costs, complicated
logistics
Absence of agricultural advisers in the
field of processing
Lack of information about technologies

Threats
Infringement of good repute by cheatin
the customer
Increase in input prices and major pric
fluctuations (world market prices)
Losses of competitiveness

g

g

D

3.2.2. OBJECTIVE

ENTERPRISES ENGAGED IN ORGANIC PROCESSING ARE COMPETITIVE AND THE NUMBER OF ENTERPRISES
ENGAGED IN PREPARATION OF ORGANIC PRODUCTS HAS INCREASED

The objective will be above all obtained througfeilent activities for developing organic
processing and through creating and developingnicgaocessing centres.

INDICATORS

Rate / Levels Basic level Target level
2013 2020

Number of enterprises engaged in preparing (in¢l90 220
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processing) organic products
Source: Organic Farming Register

Value of the products processed in organic Data of 2013 will be | Tripled compared to
processing enterprises (EUR) revealed in the 2013

Source: TNS EMOR beginning of 2015

3.2.3. MEASURES AND ACTIVITIES

MEASURE 2.1 DEVELOPMENT OF ORGANIC PRODUCTION

2.1.1.

2.1.2.

2.1.3.

2.1.4.

Purchase of equipment (for processing, sortingkggiag, storing etc.), construction
and renovation of warehouses and production halls

Developing the organic products and their technekgand extension of the
assortment of processed organic products

Developing the cooperation between organic farmprecessors and distributors,
including commercial chains

- Management of logistics services, including IT-siolus and transportation

- Start-up, managing and administering cooperatiofepts

- Encouraging joint purchase of equipment and bugslin

Cooperation with other countries in the field ofvel®epment of organic processing,
including product development

MEASURE 2.2 DEVELOPMENT OF ORGANIC PROCESSING CENTRES

2.2.1.

Enhancing the creation and the development of acgancessing centres

MEASURE 2.3 COMPETITION FOR BEST ORGANIC PRODUCT

2.3.1.
2.3.2.

3.3.

3.3.1.

Competition of organic products
Declaration of the competition results and choodimg audience's favourite with
declaring the winners of the best organic farmmtapetition

CATERING

SITUATION AND OPPORTUNITIES

One of the obstacles in the way of serving orgémacl in catering enterprises has been the
complicated requirement of organic catering. OnJiy 2013, an amendment to the Organic
Farming Act took effect, under which the caterevsndt need to be approved. According to
the new regime a notification to the control auityoon serving organic food, is sufficient.
Furthermore, enterprises engaged in catering eidnehestablishments, healthcare and social
welfare institutions now also have the duty to fyothe control authority about preparing
organic food and referring to it. In 2013, Veterjnaand Food Board was notified by 7
enterprises catering 5 schools and 5 kindergaridrexe are in addition 4 enterprises engaged
in organic catering, serving organic food in 6 eanis.
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Between 2011 and 2013, interest in organic foodit@gased considerably and organic food
finds its way more and more to school and kindéegamenus. This is demonstrated by the
number of participants in trainings for child camstitutions and by the results of the inquiry
about their use of organic food. Interest for orgdiood is larger in private schools and
kindergartens. Several kindergartens have estaolisin are planning to establish organic
vegetable gardens, in order to introduce childeemplant growing and to grow their own
seasoning plants, salad or other.

Restaurants' and cafeterias' interest in orgamd ftas also increased. For example, catering
enterprises in Tallinn are increasingly interesiadbuying organic food (for example
vegetables or meat) directly from the producehoough commercial associations of organic
farmers. Organic food is also served in cateringiresses in other areas of Estonia (Parnu
and Viljandi for example). At the same time manyssiaatering enterprises do not indicate in
their menus to organic food.

In the framework of the Organic Farming Developiign 2007-2013, there have been since
2011 different projects and activities organisedtfe staff of local authorities, schools and
kindergartens, in order to promote serving orgaimod. Most of them have been for
personnel connected to catering in child caretinstins (heads, cooks, economic managers).
The subject of organic food has been less intradiuce parents, other stuff at school,
including teachers. Activities related to prepariagd from organic raw material and visiting
farms have been organised for children, but theres lbeen very few educational activities
and prepared teaching materials. These activiteage tbeen organised by many different
organisations, like Estonian Organic Farming FotindaCentre for Ecological Engineering,
Estonian University of Life Sciences' Research €erdf Organic Farming, non-profit
association Saar®©rganic, non-profit association Harju Organic FarsheAssociation,
commercial association Estonian Organic, non-prefisociation Hiiumaa Cooperation
Network, West-Estonian Islands Partnership, Tall@ity Education Department and others.
Activities have been financed from different sos;der example on behalf of the Ministry of
Agriculture, with the support of market developméntds, Beras Implementation (Interreg)
project and Environmental Investment Centre. Maniyiatives have been by organic
organisations and private persons without any natidinancial assistance, for example
training sessions for Tallinn kindergartens andirthedividual consultation, lectures at
schools, 5 years of training for children of Ldtiedergarten in Tartu, organic farmers selling
their products to child care institutions with munbre favourable prices etc.

Some example of the activities for child care tosions:

e Trainings and workshops for staff of Tallinn chddre institutions in 2011-2013;

e Trainings and workshops for staff of child carditogions in different regions of Estonia
in 2012 and 2013;

e Competitions "The best organic food in kindergditand "The best organic food at
school" in 2012;

e Competitions of preparing food from organic progugor example at Pelgulinna school)
in 2012 and 2013;
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e Lectures on organic farming and preparing food fianganic products with children and
parents in schools and kindergartens (in varioasgd around Estonia) in 2012 and 2013;

e Pupils and kindergarten children visiting orgaraots;

e Publication on using organic food in kindergartéims 2011, supplemented reprint in
2012 and 2013);

e Publication with organic recipes for schools amtergartens in 2012;

e Study programme of six lectures — "Food productod environment” for grades 8 to
12;

e Information days "Organic production and distribgtiand the possibilities of using
organic food in child care institutions" for repeesatives of child care institutions, local
authorities and organic farmers in 2013, in all es (in total 151 child care
institutions);

e Organic food workshops for crafts teachers in 2013;

e Conference "Development trends of organic farmi@yganic food in child care
institutions” in 2013 with a foreign expert fronally.

Local authorities have modest interest in orgaoedf which is proven by the fact that during
the information days held in 2012-2013 in all coestonly 13 participants from 309
represented the local authorities. The role of ldoal authority in organising catering for
child care institutions varies — for the most pair$ limited to financing and sometimes joint
procurement is pursued. According to the EuropeamomJ green public procurement
directive and the Public Procurement Act it is possible fiorjiise organic food in public
sector catering, including child care institutioretering, public procurement, but parents'
financial situation should also be taken into actoas prices of some product groups (for
example vegetables, eggs, flakes) is twice as agythat of conventional products and its
transportation is expensive and complicated becafsesmall quantities and constant
deliveries. At the same time, experience of sev&rhbols and kindergartens has proven that
when there is a will, there is a way — one mayt &aen just with a few organic products or
one organic food day per week. Most child careitunsdns need help for starting using
organic food. Experience of many countries andrastefrom the part of Estonian child care
institutions show that personal consultation isdeeefor reviewing the menus, finding the
priority raw material to be exchanged, making ficiahcalculations, finding suppliers etc. At
the same time, kitchen staff and teachers/educalangld be trained and parents informed.

From 2013, there is an obligation for child carstitations to notify the Veterinary and Food
Board of organic catering; before there was nogaltibn of approving nor of notifying. In

order to invite the child care institutions alreadsing organic food to notify about it, a
campaign has been launched in the course of whigan@ farming principles have been
introduced and recommendations provided about usiggnic food.

°For example: Directive 2004/18/EC of the Europeanli@nent and the Council of 31st March 2004 on the
coordination of procedures for the award of puklirks contracts, public supply contracts and pubdicvice
contracts.

22



Organic Farming Development Plan 2014-2020

The activities that have already taken place hatdeen a part of a unified project but rather
individual actions in the framework of differentopgcts. The next steps should include
examining the experience of other countries in aney organic food in child care
institutions, developing a full long-term nation@logramme "Organic food in child care
institutions" if possible, and using the possitaktof preferring organic food in procurements
and school fruit, school vegetables and school salkemes.

Availability of organic food can certainly be immed through cooperation of
producers/processors/distributors with child carestiiutions, cooperative activity and
developing alternative outlets. Production costraiv material may be reduced through
increase of production. Green public procurememcpples should be applied (including
drawing up a guide material about prioritising aengaproducts) and organic catering should
get extra funding, whereas counselling and traisungport may be included in extra funding.

As European Union regulations do not govern theafisgganic food in catering enterprises,
it is not allowed to use the European Union orgdareing logo in order to refer to the

organic origin of the food in catering businessEltonia, a national organic label is in use
alongside with the European Union organic farmigpl The label may be used for only the
products that have at least 95% of ingredients fooganic farming. It is complicated to reach
this percentage in the food served in catering rpriges, as the choice of organic raw
material in the market is not large enough, supplyregular and prices for some product
groups are higher. Therefore it is important tobéaahe caterers to refer to organic farming
even in the cases where the percentage of orgagedients is lower. A special sign should
be designed which would enable customers to mat@nied choices between different

caterers serving organic food.

Table 5. SWOT analysis of organic catering

Strengths Weaknesses
1. Interest from the side of knowledgeablel. Absence of simplified requirements of
parents organic catering

2. Increase of interest from the side of | 2. Customers' and caterers' knowledge
caterers, including child care institutions, about differences between organic and

to serve organic food ordinary food is insufficient
3. Preparedness from the side of organic 3. Caterers are not motivated enough to
farmers to provide caterers with their serve organic food
products 4. Additional burden on the caterers in
4. Existence of organic raw material record-keeping

5. Limited availability and unstable
supplying of organic raw material

6. Logistic chain of organic products and
information about their availability are
ineffective

7. LA's lack of knowledge and financial
capability to provide organic food

8. Additional costs incurred from adopting
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9.

1. Customers' increased knowledge | 1.
about organic food and its labelling

2. Caterers' increased interest in serving
organic food

3. Child care institutions' and parents’| 2.
increased interest in serving organic
food

4. Top restaurants' transition to organi@.
food (motivates others)

5. Increase in the number of organic | 4.
food advocates and in the knowledge
about organic food

6. Wider coverage of organic food in
study programmes

Opportunities LIGES]

organic food are not compensated in
Estonia

Inconsistent quality of local organic rav
material

Damage to the reputation of organic
food (from using forbidden food
additives, inadequate communication
etc.)

Decrease in finance for school food or
national support taken away from scha
food

Decrease in customer's purchasing
power

Decrease in proposal of local organic
raw material and increase in prices

<

ol

3.3.2. OBJECTIVE

HIGH PROPORTION OF ORGANIC FOOD IN CATERING

The objective may be obtained in particular throwgveloping cooperation, taking more
organic food into use in catering enterprises dmdugh different activities for raising the

awareness about organic food

INDICATORS

Rate / Levels Basic level Target level
2013 2020

Proportion of Estonian child care institutions wiave 0.1 30

notified about serving organic food (%)

Source: MER, VFB

Number of mass catering enterprises serving organit and | 8 100

having notified about it, excluding child care ihgions

Source: VFB

3.3.3. MEASURES AND ACTIVITIES

MEASURE 3.1 RAISING AWARENESS ABOUT ORGANIC CATERING

3.1.1. Introducing principles of organic farming, orgamioduct labelling and requirements
of organic catering to different target groups
3.1.2. Organising, advising, training and communicationdaterers
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3.1.3.
3.1.4.
3.1.5.

- Advising caterers about how to start and develgauoic catering

- Compiling manuals on the use of organic food fdiedent target groups among
catering enterprises

- Publishing organic food cookbooks and compilingoremended customised
(inc. financially) organic food menus for child eanstitutions

- Organic food workshops for caterers, also withraifm lecturer

Introducing organic food success stories (also fobiner countries)

Serving organic food during public events

Stimulation of awareness about supplying productscgssed at home or in

community kitchens into catering enterprises

MEASURE 3.2 DEVELOPING THE ENTRY OF ORGANIC FOOD INTO CATERING ENTERPRISES

3.2.1.
3.2.2.

3.2.3.

3.2.4.

3.2.5.

Developing and applying the programme "Organic foochild care institutions”
Compiling a guiding document in order to raise orgdood to a privilege position in
public sector procurements

Presentation of the possibilities of offering origaproducts to the school fruit and
vegetables and school milk support applicants

Organising of the competition "The best organiceat’ (different categories for
kindergartens, schools, restaurants)

Development and introduction of a label referringorganic ingredients of the food
prepared in a catering enterprise

MEASURE 3.3 DEVELOPMENT OF CO-OPERATION

3.3.1
3.3.2
3.3.3
3.34

Developing cooperation between caterers for ordevnganic products jointly
Creating cooperation networks for caterers

Developing cooperation between Estonian cateratsaterers from other countries
Developing cooperation between producers, processal caterer organisations

Activities of measures 3.1, 3.2 and 3.3 will benplad and carried out with the activities of
the developing plan "Estonian food".

3.4.

3.4.1.

DISTRIBUTION AND CONSUMPTION

SITUATION AND OPPORTUNITIES

Estonian customer values organic foodspecially local organic food. According to the
survey of TNS EMOR in 2013, about 15% of the popafaconsumed organic food monthly.
The choice of local organic products gets biggargwyear. As Estonian organic farming is

® The Ministry of Agriculture has commissioned TEEBOR to carry out a survey called "Overview of the
organic products’ market" in order to obtain infatimn about distributing and consuming organic food
Estonia. The survey also includes the results statuer survey and observation of assortment antegri
http://www.agri.ee/uuringud-10/

25



Organic Farming Development Plan 2014-2020

fairly young (25 years) compared to the conventiofaaming, it has some "teething"
problems: small quantities and high production €ast organic food somewhat make it
difficult to sell and there are not many enterpgigkat can invest in organic processing.
Therefore, often food prepared from organic rawemak reaches customer's table as ordinary
food and organic farmer forfeits the advantageabse the markup for organic food will not
be paid. An important proportion of Estonian pradusold as organic products (namely
cereals and meat) is distributed on the externakebaldeally Estonian kindergartens and
schools should serve organic food.

According to the survey of TNS EMOR, there werewtht) special organic shops in Estonia
in 2013. Organic food has also reached the sup&anhahelves. During the four reference
periods in 2013, there were in total 1274 diffefeatonian made organic food products sold
in the shops (853 products in 2012). The biggestcehof products in assortment was in the
category of cereal products (27%, in total 347 @¢rddsignations), next came herbs and teas.
Estonian produced organic production retail turmdwes grown from 4.33 million EUR (in
2010) to 8.31 million EUR (in 2012) (figure 6).

Table 6. Estonian produced organic products reteilover in 2010-2012 (million EUR).

Retail turnover of organic products | 2010 2011 2012
Dairy products 1.11 2.08 2.49
Cereal products 0.23 0.31 1.69
Potatoes and vegetables 0.83 1.36 1.61
Meat products 15 0.9 0.93
Eggs 0.14 0.19 0.38
Fruit and berries 0.24 0.71 0.37
Other products 0.28 0.46 0.83
In total 4.33 6.01 8.31

Source: TNS EMOR

A positive example of the development of organmdfa@listributing is the fact that customers'
warmly welcomed the 15 vending machines of raw rpiiced in 15 supermarkets of Selver,
ETK and RIMI chain-stores. Creation of networkstung producers directly with customers
has accelerated. In 2013, there were 6 organic tmrdumer circles that helped to bring
organic food closer to the customers.

In 2013, the most modern organic cereal termindghefBaltic States was opened in Ida-Viru
County, Avinurme. It can stock up to 1,700 ton®fanic cereals. Our internal market is not
a big consumer of organic cereals, so commercsdaation Wiru Vili has found a way to
enter the external market.

According to the 2013 customer survey of TNS EMCiHRed "Residents' eating habits and
food product preferences”, 8% of residents bougbarmc food weekly or more often, 15%
bought it 1-3 times a month, 26% bought it lessitbace a month and 43% have not bought
it during the last year.

26



Organic Farming Development Plan 2014-2020

The main reasons for buying organic food were itftehealthy (65%), it tastes good (44%),
its local origin and production (43%), environméntaendliness of organic production
(29%), liking the principles of production (27%)teresting products (23%).

The products bought most often were black breadtewread and bakery products (40% of
the customers having bought organic food have bothg$) and dairy products, vegetables
and honey (all of the above mentioned has beenhidiyg36% of organic food buyers), then
potatoes (30%), fruit and berries (28%), eggs (2Moyr, flakes and other (24%), meat
(21%) etc. 34% of the respondents are willing tp @a 11-20% higher price for organic food
(Figure 10).

For the respondents who had not bought organic flo@13, the main reason was the high
price of organic products (43%). One fourth (26%}h® respondents claimed that they are
growing the needed raw material for food themseh#28% said they do not feel any

difference between organic and conventional food #rerefore see no need to purchase
organic food, 14% get organic products directlyrfrthe producer, 11% can't find suitable

products, 10% don't know where to buy from and @#tdrust organic products.

The difference between the prices of organic andveotional products depends on the
product: in some cases it is double (ex. vegetabitas), in some cases the same or even less
expensive (ex. beef, herbal tea).

To the question about buying organic food in 2386 replied that they are planning to buy
organic vegetables. Potatoes, honey, fruit anddse(26%), dairy products and meat (25%)
and eggs (25%) are also of interest.

More than half of the respondents (57%) think tbeganic food does not get enough
publicity. Thus there is still a long way to goimforming about organic food. At the same
time it is important to keep in mind that organood shouldn't be opposed to conventional
food.
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Figure 10. Readiness to pay a higher price formog@mod in 2011-2013, in Estonia.
Source: TNS EMOR

In 2012, European Commission conducted a surveytahe European Union member states'
residents' opinion on organic farming. The resmitscated that organic food is being bought
in the European Union mostly for the purpose ofiremmental sustainability and for
avoiding GMOs and residue of substances not awrin organic farming. Regular
consumers of organic food prefer buying it fromasmg shops, supermarkets of directly from
a farmer. Occasional consumers prefer buying frarpesnarkets. Only 8% of regular
consumers and 4% of occasional consumers buy argaod from the Internet. 78% of the
respondents are ready to pay a higher price foarocgfood. More than half (53%) of the
consumers find 10-25% higher price for organic fomd be acceptable. 94% of the
respondents would like to get more information ogaaic farming.

In 2011, there were 4 recognized enterprises inm@pdrganic products (from outside EU), in
2013 there were 8. The imported organic productscareal products, coffee, tea, cocoa
products and alcoholic beverages. Export-imporbrgfanic products within the EU is very
large and many enterprises are engaged in it.

Market development support has had a very positiygct on distributing and consuming
organic products. Organic farming organisationsehbgen quite active in applying for the
market development support. In 2007-2012, thereeveapplicants for organic subjects (in
total around 40 projects) for the sum over 700,BQR (11% of the granted sum). In 2013,
the organic farming related projects were carriat ly four organic farming organisations
and one organisation of conventional farmers. [h02R013, the focus has been on informing
about organic food at trade shows, fairs, trairang study tours abroad and communication
campaigns about organic food, including publicitytelevision and in foreign media, organic
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food days on farms, in kindergartens and schoalgaroc food related press releases and
articles, publications, trainings for retail stokgorkers, concentrating information to
maheklubi.ee etc.

Even though the survey of TNS EMOR in 2013 showas tbcognition of the European Union
organic farming logo and Estonian national orgdaib®! is on the rise, customer awareness-
raising should definitely go on, as the existent®rganic food is recognised, but its true
meaning and value is understood by very few. loften thought that all domestic food
(especially from farms) is "almost organic" or "lwadly organic".

Up to now the European Union awareness-raisingpaaohotion measure has not been used
for introducing organic products in Estonia, thowagiplication for it is possible.

Opening up new markets and staying on the existings need a close and flexible
cooperation between private and public sectorsloDiee with the consumers requires
maintaining high quality of organic products angmwving product development.

Table 7. SWOT analysis of organic farming distribntand consumption.

Strengths Weaknesses

1. Distribution related cooperation betweef. High prices of most organic products
the producers has started. 2. Absence of a logistics centre, high

2. Number of outlets and sales volumes logistics costs
(including export) has grown. Unstable quality of products

3. Interest of customers in organic food hagé. Small share of market for organic
increased. products

4. Alternative distributing channels have | 5. Low interest of cooperation between
been taken into use (consumer circles producers and lack of coordination in
Internet business, directly from producer activities
to consumer etc.) 6. Lack of distribution knowledge of
producers

7. Unattractive packaging for retail

8. Small choice in organic products

9. Low level of awareness and purchasin
power among customers

10. Insufficient informing of the public

11.Weak product development

12.Insufficient cooperation with the tourism
sector

1. Growth in awareness and demand 1. Economically difficult situation, reduced

2. Growth in demand from other countries  purchasing power of customers

w

«Q

3. Growth in interest from retailers 2. Penetration of cheap imported organic
(including commercial chains) products
3. Infringement of good repute of organic
farming
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3.4.2. OBJECTIVE

ORGANIC PRODUCTS ARE ACCESSIBLE TO CUSTOMERS IN A LARGE RANGE OF CHOICE AND CUSTOMERS ARE
AWARE OF THE NATURE OF ORGANIC FARMING

The objective will be obtained through developmehbrganic distribution and raising the
awareness of customers about organic farming thrdiféerent activities.

The achievement of the objective will be measufewugh the proportion of customers
having bought organic food, the proportion of regurganic food consumers, proportion of
crop and animal production produced organically distributed under organic labelling, and
the value of organic products exported and disteithin other EU countries.

INDICATORS

Rate / Levels Basic level Target level
2013 2020

Proportion of Estonian population having bought 49 80

organic food (%)

Source: TNS EMOR

Proportion of labelled organic products in Estonian | 55 90

organic plant production products (%) (estimated)

Source: ARC, Rural Economy Research Centre

Proportion of labelled organic products in Estonian | 10 50

organic livestock production products (%) (estimated)

Source: ARC, Rural Economy Research Centre

Organic products exported and distributed in oEldr | Data from 2013 Tripled compared

countries (EUR) will be revealed in | to 2013

Source: MA 2014 survey

3.4.3. MEASURES AND ACTIVITIES

MEASURE 4.1 DEVELOPMENT OF DISTRIBUTION OF THE ORGANIC PRODUCTS

4.1.1. Informing distributors about principles and produet organic farming

4.1.2. Creating and managing an information portal ofrthsted organic products

4.1.3. Informing in public procurements about the posgibg for procuring organic
products (so called green public procurements)

4.1.4. Creating and developing distributing centres farage, wholesale and logistics of
organic products

4.1.5. Conducting a survey on organic food market and wmpsion, including gathering
information on the prices of organic products

4.1.6. Gathering information about organic products exgmbror distributed in other EU
countries

4.1.7. Organising and participating in organic markets;sfaexhibitions and other events,
preparing publicity materials

4.1.8. Creating short supply chains and developing thetiviies

4.1.9. Promoting the development of regional consumer aesv
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MEASURE 4.2 RAISING THE AWARENESS OF CONSUMERS ABOUT ORGANIC FARMING

4.2.1. Organising campaigns aimed at informing about aoykod

4.2.2. Informing the public about organic food in coopamatwith the media

4.2.3. Publishing materials on organic farming for diffieréarget groups

4.2.4. Introducing organic farming to different target gps, for example LA-s, heads of
child care institutions, teachers, children, pasemedical staff, health professionals
and social workers

Individual actions of 4.1 and 4.2 are being planaed will be carried out with the activities
of the "Estonian food" development plan.

3.5. SCIENTIFIC AND APPLIED RESEARCH, TRAINING, COUNSELLING
AND DIFFUSION OF INFORMATION

3.5.1. SITUATION AND OPPORTUNITIES

Economic innovation requires educated promotersvaordk force with up-to-date skills and

knowledge, also in organic farming. Using new tedbgies and machinery makes it
necessary to contribute to science and developn@nipgrade our knowledge, skills and
attitudes. Scientific expertise is an important mrging measure for the advisory system,
legislation and public surveillance.

Distributing the results of Estonian as well as Btientific research in Estonia is a must.
From the point of view of competitiveness, reseamid development are extremely
important, as export capacity and growth in addsderare dependent on innovation, product
development and new scientific solutions.

In 2011, evaluation of agricultural plant and smilence was conducted for the first time. The
objective was to get information about the levéficency and impact of the mentioned area
of research. The need for allocating clearer tagkasgricultural sciences was emphasised in
the report. Low core financing of research and bgraent agencies, low involvement of
interest groups and low contribution and involvemeh advisory system in disclosure of
scientific results, were also identified as weakess

International agricultural science must be integplahto Estonian scientific system; that is to
create the knowledge appropriate to local conditidxistence of modern infrastructure and
of material-technical base is necessary for pramgatine competitiveness and effectiveness of
agricultural sciences. Several universities (EstonUniversity of Life Sciences, Tallinn
University of Technology, University of Tartu), Agultural Research Centre, Estonian Crop
Research Institute and the centres, test stationd tast farms located at research
organisations, contribute to the development obvation and knowledge-basis.

In 2007-2013, research related to organic farmmghe programme of agricultural applied
research, was mostly on plant production (includgeydening) and plant health. Five
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researches have been conducted in the field oihargdant production, two in the field of
organic livestock production. Results of the applresearch have been published on the
website of the Estonian Agricultural and Rural Depenent Advisory Coordinating Centre.
Two agricultural applied researches from measufel {cooperation for development of new
products, processes and technologies in the atymeund food sector and the forestry sector)
of Estonia's Rural Development Plan 2007-2013 ggipert. In addition, the Ministry of
Agriculture has commissioned four organic farmiatated surveys.

Estonia is participating in the work of internatbrooperation networks (ex. ERA-Net Core
Organic Il, ERA-Net Core Organic Plus, ERA-Net ELRESCO Il, ERA-Net SUSFOOD,
ERA-Net C-IPM), which aim is international integaat of the EU member states’ research
programmes, improving the coordination of reseatleiveloping common priorities and joint
calls for proposals, using different possibilitaSinance schemes etc.

Estonia has used the joint research programmitigtine on Agriculture, Food Security and
Climate Change (FACCE JPI). Scientists from Estotdaiversity of Life Sciences take part
in a pilot programme A Detailed Climate Change RAsisessment for European Agriculture
and Food Security.

A rural economy related university degree may bwiabd in Estonian University of Life
Sciences. The university has a key role in progdime qualified work force with the much
needed competency in using new technologies anitudets for a sustainable and
environmentally safe professional activity. As sdb$ related to organic farming are covered
in higher education and vocational training estdishients on a very sporadic basis and it is
not possible to obtain a vocational school diplamna degree in organic farming, the subjects
related to organic farming need to be integratedttaly programmes of universities and
vocational schools.

There is a big gap between the demands of the gengland the level of the skills of the
older generation, which makes it necessary to ajstate the knowledge of the work force
through lifelong learning. The main way to insureeself against the lack of qualified labour
is in-service training. One of the requirement®fanic production support is taking part in
initial and in-service training. The Ministry of Agulture has regularly commissioned
organic farming related initial, in-service and gfie training, including by foreign lecturers.

It is important to continue the organic farmingateld in-service training, during which

attention should be paid to trainings on currerstués, which would reflect important
legislative amendments, support related subjeatsn&mv trends, but also to initial trainings
giving information about the major activities ottkectors.

In 2008-2013, there were 20 organic farming relapglicants for getting financial support

through Estonian Rural Development Plan 2007-20Easure 1.1. In 2013, in total 39

activities related to organic farming got endor§€dble 8). Large proportion of support was
used for organising information days and develogirigted materials. The covered subjects
included: seed growing, plant protection, startvith organic farming, economic accounting

in organic farming and distributing organic product
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Table 8. Organic farming activities that got supgfosm Estonian Rural Development Plan
measure 1.1:

The total number of organic farming related | Total sum of subsidies
Year -
activities that got approval allocated
2008 15 48,333
2009 32 57,886
2010 22 67,194
2011 22 49,571
2012 19 29,249
2013 39 50,717

Source: Agricultural Registers and Information Bdar

There are different advisory organisations and ogtsvin Estonia and each one of them has
specificity and is necessary for the target graumpaddition to the agricultural and rural
economy advisory system, there is also a regioeatldpment centre network of Enterprise
Estonia. Never the less, many farmers, who actustlgd counselling, often do not reach
advisers or certified agricultural advisers. Thamraason for not using the advisory service
is that high level advisors are too busy and theéass do not have enough knowledge about
the possibilities of advisory system.

In 2012, a survey was conducted on advisory nedsganic farmer§ according to which
about half of the organic farmers who participatethe survey, are using advisory services.
40% of organic farmers think the need for advissagvice will increase and 35% think it will
stay the same. The most needed advice is spelyifigalduction related, but also processing
and distribution related. 74% prefer paying semdydor every advice.

Even though different advisory service user surdagige shown a high level of satisfaction
with the quality of advisory service, the furthexveélopment of advisory service goes on. In
order to be useful to clients, an advisor has toegaly have a spectacular knowledge base
and varied practical skills. It should also be tak#&o consideration that as many farmers are
in plant production as well as livestock productieame advisor is hardly enough, as it is
important to understand the integrated processegdulture and economy together. There
is absence of advisors for specific subjects in dnganic sector (for example various
subsections of gardening and livestock productmwaducing etc.). While developing a rural
economy advisory system, it should be taken intosicteration that the advisory centres
would have to cooperate with each other as welliets research and development agencies
and different sector associations. The activitmsfinding new active advisors and training
advisors should be carried on, also in new sectorgxample adapting to climate change or
promotion of innovation.

For executing the activities of the developmennplaere is a need to develop a long-term
programme and create an organic competency cewtiesh would focus on scientific

" The survey has been published on the webpage o tMinistry of Agriculture:
http://www.agri.ee/public/juurkataloog/UURINGUD/ung-mahe-noustamisvajadus-2012.pdf.
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creation (tests, prioritising fields of study andoddination) as well as dissemination of

results.

Table 9. SWOT analysis of organic farming relate@gtific and applied research, training,

advising and dissemination of results.

Strengths Weaknesses

1. Many different organic farming related
materials have been published, includi
clarifications of the requirements and
guidance documents

. High quality organic farming related
training held on different subjects for
different target groups (including with
foreign lecturers, lectures and field
trips), great interest in training

N

w

different scientific institutions,

contribution to international scientific

networks

Existence of good advisors

. Existence of organic farming related
information webpage maheklubi.ee

. Experience in customer information
campaigning

a s

»

Organic farming related research done i

1. Getting an organic farming related
education in universities or vocational
schools

2. Growth in the number of scientific
research, fields of study and support

3. Growing interest of the public in organ
farming

1.

ng

9.

Opportunities LIGELS]

1.

. General lack of knowledge of the

Many farmers do not possess enough
knowledge and know-how for
sustainable economic activity in organ
farming

Organic farming related scientific
research has been done on only a few|
subjects, complex research does not gxist
Absence of possibility to follow a full
organic farming related study
programme in university or vocational
school

Inadequate plant breeding for organic
farming

Not enough advisors in practical
experience

Insufficient interest of farmers in
specialised advice

Lack of trainers and advisors in specifi
fields

Low financial capacity of organic
farmers to take part in applied research
Insufficient accessibility to scientific
results and putting them to practice

c

(@)

Insufficient contribution of public and
private sector into research and
development activities of organic
farming (reduction of funding)

population about organic farming
Inadequate number of scientists
knowledgeable in organic farming
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3.5.2. OBJECTIVE

ORGANIC FARMING IS SUSTAINABLE AND COMPETITIVE THROUGH WIDESPREAD IMPLEMENTATION OF
KNOWLEDGE CREATION AND KNOWLEDGE TRANSFER

The objective will be obtained through diversificat of the organic farming related subjects
in scientific and applied research, supporting evapon projects related to organic farming
training and information distribution, organisingihing and informing activities, teaching
the public about organic farming through differaativities.

3.5.3. MEASURES AND ACTIONS

MEASURE 5.1 ENRICHMENT OF THE SUBJECTS OF SCIENTIFIC AND APPLIED RESEARCH ON ORGANIC
FARMING AND THEIR CONNECTION TO PRODUCTION AND PROCESSING

5.1.1. Creation and development of an organic kadge transfer centre and starting up a
long-term programme of knowledge transfer
5.1.2. Mapping of research on organic farming aoirgific resources, elaborating the
development needs and agreeing on the prioritispeécts of research and coordinating the
work

- Establishing a list of Master students' subjeti@pplied research on organic farming,

research training; establishing a list of Doctosttedents' subjects of base and applied
research on organic farming, research training

5.1.3. Promotion of cooperation between producprscessors and research and applied
establishments, for example creation of EIP's aoglamming working group
5.1.4. Increasing the State's contribution intooRisin scientists taking part in cooperation
projects through international scientific netwo Esa-Net Core Organic I, CORE Organic
Plus etc.)
5.1.5. Research on organic technologies for beéhkgeplant production and livestock
production, including long-term tests and studied aentification of suitable varieties for
organic farming and plant breeding
5.1.6. Research on the quality of organic food feed, improvement of laboratory base
5.1.7. Socio-economical research on organic farming
5.1.8. Creation of model enterprises and conduchadel tests in order to bind the scientific
research to production and processing
5.1.9. Giving advantage to organic research, iSjods, in developing a sustainable farming
system
5.1.10. Taking part in the work of internationafjanisations and cooperation networks

For a more detailed overview of the activities, Aeaex I.

MEASURE 5.2 SUPPORTING COOPERATION PROJECTS RELATED TO TRAINING AND DISSEMINATION OF
INFORMATION

5.2.1. Co-funding of participation in internal aexternal organic farming related projects
- Bilateral cooperation projects
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5.2.2. Initiating and undertaking cooperation pctgeor knowledge transfer

5.2.3. Initiating and taking part in organic farmirelated communication programmes and
projects with other countries and organisations

5.2.4. Communication with other countries on thbjett of organic aquaculture, processing
and distributing

MEASURE 5.3 ORGANISING TRAINING AND AWARENESS-RAISING FOR ENTERPRISES ENGAGED IN ORGANIC
FARMING

5.3.1. Organising organic farming training and informatidays for producers, processors
and distributors (also with foreign lecturers) asthrting up long-term training
programmes

5.3.2. Creation of a practical knowledge basis for orgafsioming (knowledge transfer
centre, using model enterprises etc. tests famitrgiand practice)

5.3.3. Creation of a practical study centre for small sqalocessing and using it for training
organic processors.

For a more detailed overview of the activities, Aaaex Ill.

MEASURE 5.4 DEVELOPING AN ORGANIC FARMING ADVISERS SYSTEM

5.4.1. Organic farming training for advisers, includingvdlpment and implementation of
training programmes

5.4.2. Preparation and publishing of materials neededfganic farming advisory service

5.4.3. Organisation of joint organic farming study daysr fproducers, advisors and
compliance authority officers

5.4.4. Increasing the usage of organic farming advisoryise

MEASURE 5.5 EXTENSION OF THE SUBJECT OF ORGANIC FARMING INTO HIGHER EDUCATION
INSTITUTIONS', VOCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS' AND GENERAL EDUCATION SCHOOLS" STUDY PROGRAMMES
AND SUBJECT SYLLABUS

5.5.1. Extension of the educational resources of genatataion schools with topics of
organic farming and organic food

5.5.2. Developing study programmes of organic farming I(idong organic producing,
processing and catering) for vocational and higltercation institutions

MEASURE 5.6 PRODUCTION AND DISSEMINATION OF ORGANIC FARMING RELATED TRAINING AND
INFORMATION MATERIALS FOR ORGANIC FARMING RELATED ENTERPRISES

5.6.1. Preparation and distribution of guide materials doganic farmers and small scale
handlers

5.6.2. Preparation and distribution of professional pulmns related to organic farming
and making educational documentaries

5.6.3. Preparation and distribution of publications promgtscientific and applied research
from Estonia and abroad on organic farming
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5.6.4. Publishing the constantly updated information ogaoic farming on the Internet,
including training and reports
- Publishing and distribution of the magazine “OrganiFarming”
(“Mahepdllumajanduse leht”)
- Administration of the Organic Club webpage

For a more detailed overview of the activities, Aeaex II.

MEASURE 5.7 INTRODUCING ORGANIC FARMING TO THE PUBLIC

5.7.1. Organising conferences on organic farming

5.7.2. Introducing organic farming to different target gps

5.7.3. Organising information days in model enterprises iatroducing model tests

5.7.4. Sharing the scientific results of organic farmingaisimple and understandable format

5.7.5. Recognition of the best media report related t@oigfarming or the reporter behind
it

5.7.6. Drawing up regional tourism maps on enterprisesagad in organic farming

For a more detailed overview of the activities, Aeaex II.

3.6. LEGISLATION AND SUPERVISION

3.6.1. SITUATION AND OPPORTUNITIES

LEGISLATION

Scope and minimum requirement of organic farmingewi@st regulated in the European

Union in 1991, with Council Regulation (EEC) No 2091, about organic production of

agricultural products and labelling of agricultupabducts and food products. Even though in
Estonia organised involvement in organic farmingrted already in 1989, with the

supervision of Estonian Biodynamic Association, fastonian term for organic farming

("mahepdllumajandus™) was not defined until thetfiorganic farming act, which came into
effect on 7th July 1997.

Since 1st May 2004, when Estonia joined the Eunogd@aion, Estonian organic farming is
being regulated by European Union direct applicabtpulations, Organic Farming Act and
the regulation of the Government of the Republiad aegulations of the Minister of
Agriculture adopted thereunder.

The current Organic Farming Act came into effeci0Q12007 (last version came into force
01.07.2013). The new Organic Farming Act introduoeghnic farming requirements, which
were not introduced with European Union regulaticrtsose requirements include the bases
and scope of implementing supervision over a pestgaged in organic farming and the
responsibility of the person for non-compliancehwotganic farming requirements.
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From 1st January 2005, there is a new Estoniaomaltlabel referring to organic farmihg
the eco-label.

In 2007, the Council of the European Union adogtedrganic farming regulation (EC) No
834/2007 on organic production and labelling ofamig products and repealing Regulation
(EEC) No 2092/91. The regulation provides cleanlg principles and objectives of organic
farming and all labelling, supervision, import ameduction related rules in one document.
In 2008, for implementing the regulation of the @oily the Commission regulations (EC) No
889/2008 laying down detailed rules for the appiara of Council Regulation (EC) No
834/2007 as regards the organic production, ladgelland supervision, and (EC) No
1235/2008 laying down detailed rules for the amglan of Council Regulation (EC) No
834/2007 as regards the importation of organic f@gnproducts into third countries, were
adopted. All this European Union regulations wenplemented from 1st January 2009. Since
1st January 2009, regulations of the Council hasenbamended several times. The most
important amendments have been the addition oflééteules on production of aquaculture
animals, seaweeds and organic wine into the Coueagillation (EC) No 889/2008, which
entered into force respectively on 1st July 2016 Bst August 2012.

The new European Union organic farming lagose of which on the package of organic
products is obligatory, is applied since 1st JUl§@

SUPERVISION

Operator engaged in the sector of organic farmg@eing supervised by the Agricultural
Board, the Veterinary and Food Board and the Coesifrotection Board.

Agricultural Board supervises organic plant product(including plant and mushroom
picking from non-cultivated land), livestock prodion, beekeeping, aquaculture, primary
feed production, packaging and placing on the ntasiedf-produced non-processed, and
producing, preparing and placing on the marketmimgseed and propagating material.

Veterinary and Food Board supervises operator estjag organic food preparation
(including processing and preparation of prodfictanass catering enterprises), preparation
and placing on the market of processed feed amdgeand placing on the market of organic
products (including importing and distributing npaekaged products to final consumers).

Consumer Protection Board supervises the retailergulfilment of organic labelling
requirements and accuracy of information provided.

In 2013, there were as many officials supervisimgaaic production in the Agricultural
Board, as in 2006 (26 county surveyors and 4 a@iiscin the organic farming office). At the
same time, the number of enterprises has grown &&¥¢he area of land to be checked has
doubled. In 2006, there were 1,280 inspectiong@dmic plant production and 848 in organic
livestock production; in 2013 the same numbers we&91 and 1,187 (in total 3,078
inspections). Organic farmers are quite law abidamgl the number of injunctions and

8 https://lwww.riigiteataja.ee/akt/12759709
° http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/organic/eu-pdlayo_et
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misdemeanours has decreased in recent years. xbn the number of control samples will
increase, as control samples should be taken fr&mo% the test subjects. It has been
considered important to raise the effectivenessngipections and the qualification of the
inspection officials. In addition to the internaldaexternal training of the Agricultural Board,
since 2008 also joint training (gardening, croptigation, poultry-, pig- and cattle breeding
etc.) with a foreign lecturer for organic farmeadyisors and inspection officials were held in
the framework of the Organic Farming DevelopingnP2007-2013, under the order of the
Ministry of Agriculture. Since 2010, joint seminaskthe Veterinary and Food Board and the
Agricultural Board are being held. Cooperation kestw control authorities (also in counties)
has also improved. Participation of officials oktAgricultural Board in foreign projects,
cooperation with other countries' control instibus and organising joint training for organic
farmers, advisors and inspectors, should be indudethe list of activities of the new
developing plan. Supervision information system H&en developed. Since 2006, the
inspectors have been equipped with laptops andepsiand mobile inspecting has been going
on. In 2009, issuing documentary evidence wasestaand since 2013 documentary evidence
has been published on the webpage of the AgriallBward. In 2014, an analysis of the area
of organic farming software will be conducted, be basis of which financing will be sought
from Structural Funds for developing a new up-ttedeegister, which could be further
developed (creation of supporting documents thrabghregister) and capable of interfacing
with needed information systems. There will be oblg view of the new organic register, all
e-services will be realised through the interfacestomer portal. The information systems of
the Agricultural Board and the Veterinary and Fdddard require interfacing. EARIB's
application of the card will also be interfaced lwihe organic farming register (in order to
stop the transmission of field cards in paper fdjma 2013, EARIB's e-service was used by
42% of the applicants of organic support. A solutghould be sought for training and
advising the rest of the farmers in transitiondmputerised transmission of data.

In 2012, there were in total 29 officials in thet®@nary and Food Board, inspecting the
enterprises in 15 counties, engaged in organiosdattotal 169 inspections were carried out.
Areas of activity of the organic enterprises, unther inspection of the Veterinary and Food
Board can be seen in Table 10.

Table 10. Areas of activity of the enterprises ggghin organic farming, under the inspection
of the Veterinary and Food Board, in 2011-2013.

Area of activity Numbe_r of Numbe_r of Numbe_r of
enterprises 2011 | enterprises 2012 | enterprises 2013

Processing 55 72 90

Storage 50 69 78

Only distribution 40 55 56

Preparation in catering 8 8 8

Packaging 6 10 10

Importation 4 7 8

Source: Veterinary and Food Board
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Compared to the previous years, the frequency etlkdh per enterprise has decreased year
after year. Before every enterprise was checkedetwa year, now in general once a year

(storekeepers once in three years). In 2009, otezpise was checked on average 1.6 times a
year; in 2012 only once a year. Traceability of gneduct in every stage of production has

become problematic though, in case the prepararthge party contracts.

The number of precepts made during check-ups has tecreasing compared to previous
years. In total 24 precepts in 2012, 40 in 2011, % in 2010 were made to enterprises. In
2012, one misdemeanour was started and two pepajtyjent warnings were made. Penalty
payment was prescribed twice. There were no shoitggs in organic processing detected in
2012. Most precepts in 2012 were about shortcomimgdabelling. There were also
shortcomings in accounting documents, collectioprofiucts and storage.

Table 11. SWOT analysis of organic farming legistatand supervision

Strengths Weaknesses
1. Functioning supervision (control system). Complicated legislation with mistakes |n
2. Available requirement explanations to translation
the producers and guide documents fgr2. Shortcomings in legislation that can be
processors used in bad faith
3. Innovation gap in development of IT
solutions
Opportunities LIGES]
1. Simplification of requirements resulting 1. Poor analysis in case of legislation
in a more flexible supervision amendments
2. Requirements getting stricter

3.6.2. OBJECTIVE

SUPERVISION OVER COMPLIANCE WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF ORGANIC FARMING AND ENTERPRISE'S
COMPLIANCE WITH THE REQUIREMENTS IS GUARANTEED

The objective will be obtained through creating egal environment, improving the
effectiveness and quality of supervision, improvitite public service of supervisory
authorities and communication of information, imyement of competence of supervisory
officials through different activities.

3.6.3. MEASURES AND ACTIVITIES

MEASURE 6.1 CREATING A HIGH-QUALITY LEGAL ENVIRONMENT

6.1.1. Cooperation in preparation of clear, simple anecise legal acts in the domain of
organic farming
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MEASURE 6.2 AMELIORATING THE EFFICIENCY AND QUALITY OF SUPERVISION

6.2.1. Creating IT solutions for arrangement of &g Farming Register, AB and VFB
information systems
- Analysis of AB and VFB information systems
- Development and application of information systems
6.2.2. Purchasing mobile work equipment for VFB compliarofécers for accessing the
information system
6.2.3. Developing the data bases of organic seed
- Analyses of IT system
- Developing and application of IT system

MEASURE 6.3 AMELIORATING THE PUBLIC SERVICE SUPPLY OF SUPERVISORY AUTHORITIES AND THE
EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION

6.3.1. Simplifying the administration through arrangemehtiata bases
- Analysis of the possibilities of arranging the da&ses needed for providing
EARIB and AB data on plant production
- Developing and applying a common data format
6.3.2. Creating e-services in the client portal
- Arranging a common client portal
- Creating e-services in the common client portal
6.3.3. Connecting the Organic Farming Register with thegsaphical Information System
- applying the application of the card
- connecting the data in the application of the caitth the data of the Organic
Farming Register

MEASURE 6.4 RAISING THE PROFICIENCY OF THE COMPLIANCE OFFICERS

6.4.1. Participating in foreign projects

6.4.2. Cooperation with other countries' audit instituson
6.4.3. Common training (also with a foreign lecturer)
6.4.4. Guide books (manuals) for compliance officers

Activities of measure 6.2 and 6.3 are being caroedtl in accordance with the Estonian
Information Society Development Plan 2020.

4. RELATIONSHIPS WITH OTHER DEVELOPMENT

DOCUMENTS

The organic farming development plan is mostlyteslao the following national strategies,
development plans and other documents:

- Estonian National Sustainable Development Stratggio 2030 "Sustainable Estonia
21" — the objective is to guarantee a high quality oé ldnd a safe and clean
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environment today and in the future. The measurésthe organic farming
development plan are set to obtain the same obgecti

Development Plan of Population's Health 2800 —the strategic objective is a long
and high-quality life. For obtaining this objectivi is important to raise people's
awareness about health related behaviour and keelthices. Awareness is also
related to food and eating. In the framework of #ivity "Giving customers
(including children and pupils) information aboubofl, food production and
preparing” of the activity plan of Population's HeaDevelopment Plan 2014,
informing child care institutions' caterers abougamic food and its use and
introducing pupils, teachers and parents to thecjples of organic farming;
Nationwide Programming ,Estonia 2030+ one of the objectives is to prevent
undesirable impact on the environment, which issiant with the principles of
organic farming and the objectives of the orgaaroing development plan;

Estonian National Tourism Development Plan 2014202in the framework of
which one of the activities for developing food riemm and increasing the
attractiveness of tourism products, is raising &awass about organic products and
improving cooperation between organic farmers, @ssors, distributors and tourism
related enterprises, in order;

Development Plan of the Territory of the Ministry Agriculture 2014-2017 —
provides that the organic farming development [#at4-2020 should be developed
and applied and many of the directions coincidé wie organic farming development
plan: awareness of the consumer, knowledgeable crop gr@amd stock-farmer
(including organic farming related advice, targeéwted training, scientific and other
research), innovativeness, product development,| widveloped production
technology (including increase of organic produntsirket share), quality schemes,
cooperation within the food chains (including chegtsectoral cooperation networks)
etc;

Estonian Rural Development Plan 2007-2@&8] Estonian Rural Development Plan
2014-2020 (under work) several measures help to obtain the objectivesgdmic
farming development plan, for example productidatesl support paid to active food
producing enterprises in the plant production andstock production sector
(including organic enterprises) to ensure competitess, to preserve and increase
biological diversity, to preserve and improve deitility and quality of water, to
improve animal welfare;

Action Plan of Sustainable Use of Pesticides 200Bf2and its roadmap- include
preventive measures against threat and influenddeouse of pesticides on human
health and environment, timetable of implementaéind activities for developing and
applying the principle of integrated pest managenaen other measures (including
organic farming authorised pest control);

National programme ,Agricultural Applied Researcmdh Development Activities
2009-2014“ — includes organic farming sector research thap Hel obtain the
objectives of the organic farming development plan;

National programme ,Plant Breeding Programme 20022“ — the objective is to
breed varieties that would guarantee the competiggs of plant production and
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processing sector of agriculture - breeding higkeyihigh-quality, winter-proof
varieties with a larger distribution potential, food, feed and technical needs;

- Estonian Fishery Strategy 2014-2020nain objective is the sustainable development
of Estonian fishery and raising the competitiversdsssh products in internal as well
as external markets, also guaranteeing a compettid sustainable fishing industry,
including development of aquaculture. Developmémtrganic aquaculture is one of
the measures of the organic farming development pla

- Estonian Dairying Strategy 2012-2020the trend is that Estonian sustainable and

competitive dairying is oriented towards producimgrket demand related high added
value dairy products (including more and more orgg@noducts) and towards export,
based on vertical and horizontal cooperation;

- Estonian Seed Growing Development Plan 2014-20&0 its action plan(under
work) — the objective is to develop the production, ribstion and use of certified
seeds and potato seeds (including organic seedsaatb seeds);

- Estonian Food Development Plan 2015-202@der work)— will help design the
image of Estonian food (including organic food);

- Estonian Gardening Development Pl&014-2020 (under work) —one of the
objectives is a sustainable gardening sector (@ictuorganic gardening);

- Estonian Cereal Sector Development P214-2020(under work)- the objective is
to increase production and processing of cereallsadlseed crops and increase of
added-value, including the increase of organic pectidn.

5. FINANCING AND IMPLEMENTATION

Financing the implementation of the developmentnplaill be channelled through
development plans of different sources and accgrtfitegislation:

- Development Plan of the Territory of the MinistrdyAgriculture 2014-2017,

- Estonian Rural Development Plan 2007-2013;

- Estonian Rural Development Plan 2014-2020;

- Estonian Information Society Development Plan 2020;

- Budget of the Ministry of Agriculture;

- European Union co-funded projects;

- National programme "Agricultural applied researcleesd development activities
2015-2020"

- National programme "Plant breeding programme 20092

- Horizon 2020

- Projects financed from other sources.

A seven year action plan was compiled for the dgweent plan, containing activities,
functions and needs of resources. Thus the deveoppian will be implemented according
to the action plan of the Organic Farming Developiri@lan 2014-2020, which is indicative
and non-binding to the state budget, Estonian Rbealelopment Plan 2014-2020 and other
sources of financing. In order to ensure the a@n®ent of the objectives set in development
plan, funds will be provided from operational exgiare of the Ministry of Agriculture,
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according to the possibilities each year. Allocatad the needed funds for implementing the
activities should be applied for separately. Cartactiviies may be carried out
administratively during everyday work, without agwtra costs.
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ANNEX T ORGANIC FARMING FIELD RESEARCH, INCLUDING SCIENTIFIC
AND APPLIED RESEARCH 2014-2020

Title of the study

2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
2019
2020

Plant production

1. Mapping the needs and means for starting and
developing organic seed centres

x

x
x
x
x
x
x

2. Choice of suitable varieties, selective breeding) an | x
seed multiplication of cereals and legumes, oipsro
potatoes, leguminous plants and hay grasses for
organic farming

3. Interaction of soil and crop in organic farming X X X X X X

4. Changes in soil fertility, crop quantity and qualit X X X X X X
organic and conventional farming based on different
agricultural technology with the estimate of
contribution margin

5. Research on agricultural technologies suitable for X X X X X X
organic production in order to avoid pest and aobtai
high quality harvest

6. Finding solutions to problems specific to orgarged | x X X X X X X
multiplication (for example: grasses weed, cereals
dressings, avoiding potato viruses etc.)

7. Developing and implementing a balanced crop ratatio X X X X X X
for different types of organic production (crops,
horticultural crops, feed crops)

8. Research within the framework of international X X X X X X X
academic networks

Livestock production

9. Identification of the possibilities and needs afamic X
aguaculture
10. Identification of the needs of organic feed for prgl X X

poultry breeding and development of
recommendations to meet the demand

11. Organic feed related research with plant production X X X
(identification of the crop and pasture mixes fiith
protein and energy, recommended in organic farming)

12. Research on animal welfare and health (preventive X X X X
healthcare, natural resources, homoeopathy)

Food quality and catering

13. Research on use of organic food in child care X
institutions

14. Research on quality of organic products (meat, milk X X X
vegetables, cereals)

15. Research for safeguarding the quality of organocifo X X X X
in the chain of processing

16. Research on processing technologies and product X X X X X X
development of organic food

Economy

17. Organic food market investigation (total sales of X X X X X X X
organic food by various distribution channels)
including collecting information on prices of organ
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products

18.

Consumer research (including the proportion of
consumers who have bought organic food and
consumers who consume it on a regular bases)

19.

Evaluation of the proportion of the products with a
organic farming labelling in the market comparediltg
Estonian plant production and livestock production
products

20.

Evaluation of the prices of organic products exgubrt
and sold in other European Union countries

21.

A comprehensive comparison between economic

activity of organic and other enterprises
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ANNEXII LIST OF ORGANIC FARMING RELATED PUBLICATIONS!O

2014-2020
< || |~ |©o | o | o
Name of the publication sl a3 |ala|a |8
N N N N N N N
1. “Organic Farming” (“Mahepdllumajanduse leht”) X X X| X X X X
2. *“Organic Farming in Estonia” (“Mahepdllumajandus x X X X X X X

Eestis”) (Estonian-English)

3. “Organic Farming Development Plan 2014-2020”" | x
(“Mahepbllumajanduse arengukava 2014-2020")
(Estonian-English)

4. "“25 Years Of Organic Farming In Estonia” (“25 aastx X
mahepdllumajandust Eestis”) (Estonian-English)

5. “Explanation Of Organic Farming Requirements Fq
A Producer” (“Mahepdllumajanduse nduete selgitu
tootjale”)

U=
X
x

6. “Explanation Of Organic Farming Requirements Forx X
A Caterer” (“Mahepdllumajanduse nduete selgitus
toitlustajale”)

7. “Guide for a Small Operator. Processing of Cereals, X
Legumes and Oil Crop” (“Abiks
pbllumajandussaaduste vaikekaitlejale. Tera- ja
kaunviljade ning 6likultuuride t66tlemine”)

8. “Guide for a Small Operator. Milk and Processirig It X
(“Abiks vaikekaitlejale. Piim ja piima to0tlemine”)
9. *“Guide for a Small Operator of Organic Crop. X

Processing Meat” (“Abiks
mahepdllumajandussaaduste vaikekaitlejale. Liha
to0temine”)

10. “Guide for a Small Operator of Crop. Processing X
Fruit, Berries and Vegetables” (“Abiks
pdllumajandussaaduste vaikekaitlejale. Puuviljade
marjade ja koogiviljade to6otlemine”)

11. “Guide for a Small Producer. Increasing Biodiversi X X X
and Green Plant Protection” (“Abiks vaiketootjale.
Elurikkuse suurendamine ja loodushoidlik
taimekaitse”)

12. “Guide for a Small Producer. Making Compost” X X
(“Abiks vaiketootjale. Komposti valmistamine”)

13. “Guide for a Small Processor of Organic Food in | x
Private Accommodation” (“Abiks mahetoidu
vaikekaitlejale eraelamus”)

14. “Guide for an Organic Product Distributor. X
Requirements of Organic Farming in Retail and
Wholesale” (“Abiks mahetoodete turustajatele.
Mahepdllumajanduse nbuded jae- ja hulgimijatelg”)

[¢)

15. “Explanation of Conditions While Visiting Organic X
Farming Enterprises” (“Nduete selgitus

19 Including printed materials as well as online |mations
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mahepdllumajandusega tegelevate ettevotete
kulastamisel”)

16.

Guide “Organic Food in Public Sector Procurementsg

Including in Child Care Institutions” (“Mahetoit
avaliku sektori, sh lasteasutuste toitlustamise
hangetes”)

17.

“Organic Food in Estonian Catering Enterprises” | x

(“Mahetoit Eesti toitlustusettevotetes”)

18.

“Organic Food in Child Care Institutions” (“Mahetoi
lasteasutustes”)

19.

“Basic Training of Organic Farming for Farmers”
(“Mahepbllumajanduse algbpe tootjatele”)

20.

“Organic Dairy Farming” (“Mahepdllumajanduslik
piimakarjakasvatus”)

21.

“Organic Cattle Farming” (“Mahepdllumajanduslik
lihaveisekasvatus”)

22.

“Organic Pig Farming” (“Mahepbllumajanduslik
seakasvatus”)

23.

“Organic Sheep Farming” (“Mahepdllumajanduslik
lambakasvatus”)

24.

“Organic Goat Farming” (“Mahepdllumajanduslik
kitsekasvatus”)

25.

“Organic Poultry Farming” (“Mahepdllumajanduslik
linnukasvatus”)

26.

“Organic Beekeeping” (“Mahemesindus”)

27.

“Organic Grain and Oil Crop Cultivation”
(“Mahepdllumajanduslik teravilja ja dlikultuuride
kasvatus”)

28.

“Organic Seed Multiplication”
(“Mahepdllumajanduslik seemnekasvatus”)

29.

“Organic Potato Cultivation”
(“Mahepbllumajanduslik kartulikasvatus”)

30.

“Organic Vegetable Cultivation”
(“Mahepdllumajanduslik koogiviljakasvatus”)

31.

“Organic Berry And Fruit Cultivation”
(“Mahepbllumajanduslik marja- ja puuviljakasvatus’)

32.

“Organic Cultivation of Spices and Herbs”
(“Mahepdllumajanduslik maitse- ja
ravimtaimekasvatus”)

33.

“Collecting Products From Non-Cultivated Areas and

Evaluating It” (“Mitteharitavatelt aladelt saaduste
kogumine ja vaarindamine”)

34.

“Green Manure Improving Soil Fertility”
(“Haljasvaetis — mullaviljakuse parandaja”)

35.

“Adding Value to Organic Farming Products, Quality
And Distribution” (“Mahepdllumajandussaadustele
lisandvaartuse andmine, kvaliteet ja turustamine”)

36.

Organic food cookbook

37.

Recommended customised (inc. financially) organi
food menus for child care institutions and hospital

(@)

38.

Regional tourism maps about organic farmers with
brief info on organic farming

39.

Publications about scientific and applied research | x

organic farming (for every conference)
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ANNEXIII ORGANIC FARMING RELATED TRAINING, INFORMATION
DAYS AND INFORMATION ACTIVITIES 2014-2020

< || |~ |©o | o | o
Training, information day or activity sl s|/la|s8|38|8 |8
N |V | N | N || | N
Training
1. Basic training for organic farming X X X X X X
2. In-service training for organic farming X X X X X X| X
3. Training "Improving soil fertility and cover crops X X X X
crop rotation" (foreign lecturer)
4. Training "Nature friendly plant protection” (foreig X X X X X X
lecturer)
5. Training "Biological diversity in organic productid | x X X X X X X
6. Training "Aquaculture in organic farming" (foreign X X
lecturer)

7. Training "Organic in the open vegetable growing " | X X X X X X X
(foreign lecturer)

8. Training "Organic poultry farming, adding valueth® | x X X X X X X
products and distribution” (foreign lecturer)

9. Training "The right techniques of handling honey in| x X X X
organic beekeeping"

10. Training on handling meat X X X X X X

11. Training "Whey processing" X

12. Training on promoting organic farming X X X X X X X

13. Practical organic food preparation courses (foksoo | x X X X X X X
of restaurants as well as child care institutions)

14. Public sector regional catering workshops for eater | x X X X X X X
(foreign lecturer)

15. Distribution training for enterprises engaged igaoric | X X X X X X X
farming

16. Basics of organic farming - training programme + anx X X X X X X
excursion for teachers

17. Training on packaging (including design) X X X X X X X
Information days
18. Organic farming theme days in schools and X X X X X X X

kindergartens

19. Organising school excursions into organic enteggsris x X X X X X X

20. Introduction to organic farming in sport related X X X X X X X
institutions and organisations

21. Introducing organic farming to enterprises engaged| x X X X X X X
tourism and accommodation

22. Introducing organic farming in family schools X X X| X X X X

23. Nationwidethematic information days, including X X X X X X X
agricultural days

24. Introducing organic farming to medical staff X X X X X X

25. Starting and developing social organic gardens X XX X X X X

26. Introducing organic food success stories (also from| x X X X X X X
other countries)

Information activities, meetings

27. Conference of organic farming X X X X X X X

28. Organic farming day in Estonian Open Air Museum X X X X X
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29. Consultations for implementing and improving the | x X X
organic farming development plan and for evaluating
the achievement of objectives

30. Consultations of the organic farming sector X X X
organisations (Estonian Organic Farming Foundation)

31. Introducing organic farming in agricultural museums x X X
(recording history, exhibitions, workshops etc.)

32. Meetings with representatives of the third sector XX X

33. Meetings with organic farming experts from other | x X X
countries

34. Meetings between caterers, organic farmers and | X X X
processors

35. Meetings for cooperation with media X

36. "Get to know the Estonian organic farms" (tours) X X

37. Round table "Introducing the potentials of orgamaw | x X
milk and developing healthy products”

38. Information day - representing organic food to X X
institutions, organisations, enterprises etc. faasing
souvenir gifts

39. Regional competitions in cooking organic food X

40. Information day - following the principles of organ | x X X
farming in restoring and creating school gardens

41. Organising the Organic Academy

42. Organising organic camps for children X

43. Taking part in the agri-food fair Griine Woche X

44. Taking part in the organic agri-food fair BioFach X X

Ants Noot

Secretary General
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Annex II to ministerial decree No 95

Estonian Organic Farming Development Plan

2014-2020" and endorsement of its action plan”,
of 27 June 2014, from the Minister of Agriculture.

STRATEGIC OBJECTIVE: Improving the competitiveness of organic farming ad increasing the consumption of local organic food

Indicators Basic level Target level
2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
Net value added per labour unit in organic 12,400 13,200 14,200 15,500 17,000 18,000 19,000 20,500
farming (EUR) (estimation)
Source: Rural Economy Research Centre
(FADN)
Indicator 2. Organic land (in 153,426 / 154,000 | 158,000 | 162,000/ | 167,000/ | 172,000/ | 176,000/ | 180,000 /
conversion+converted) / converted organicl31,610 / / 154,000 | 159,000 | 165,000 | 170,000 | 175,000
land (ha) 140,000 | 148,000
Source: Organic Farming Register
Indicator 3. Proportion of organic farming| No available up 50% compared to
total production compared to total data 2014
production of Estonian agriculture (%)
Source: Rural Economy Research Centre
Indicator 4. Number of enterprises engage€lo 110 140 160 175 190 205 220
in preparation (and processing) of organic
farming products
Source: Organic Farming Register
Indicator 5. Value of the products processdaata of 2013 Triple increase
in organic processing enterprises (EUR) | will be compared to 2013
Source: TNS EMOR revealed in the
beginning of
2015
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Indicator 6. Proportion of the child care
institutions in Estonia who have notified
preparing organic food compared to the
total number of child care institutions (%)
Source: MER, VFB
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Source: Veterinary and Food Board
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Indicator 8. Proportion of Estonian
consumers having bought organic food (¢
Source: TNS EMOR
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Indicator 9. Proportion of regular (weekly
organic food consumers in Estonia (%)
Source: TNS EMOR
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Indicator 10. Proportion of the labelled
products compared to the total organic cr
products (%)

Source: ARC, Rural Economy Research
Centre
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Indicator 11. Proportion of the labelled
products compared to the total organic
animal products (%)

Source: ARC, Rural Economy Research
Centre
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Indicator 12. Organic products exported ¢
sold in other European Union countries
(EUR)

rData from
2013 will be
revealed in the

Source: MA

2014 survey

Survey

Survey

Survey

Survey

Triple increase
compared to 2013

1. Production

Objective: Organic farming production is compegtidiverse, widely used and has high productivity
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Measure Activity Target group | Period Support alternatives* | Approximat | Function
and source of e cost (EUR)
financing
1.1. Development of organ | 1.1.1. Developing organic livestock [Farmer 2014-2020 | ERDP measure 87,7 millions | MA, EARIB, farmers
farming productio production and plant production "Organic farming"
through supporting organic farming
production
1.2. Developing organic seedl1.2.1. Establishment of organic seedFarmer 2015-2020 | ERDP's measure MA, EARIB, farmers
multiplication centres, including investments into "Investments into
buildings or installations ameliorating the
performance of each
farm*, farmers
1.2.2. Development of organic seed [Farmer 2015-2020 | ERDP's measure MA, EARIB, farmers
centres "Investments into
ameliorating the
performance of each
farm", farmers
1.3. Developing organic 1.3.1. Buying the needed installationgarmer 2015-2020 | ERDP's measure MA, EARIB, farmers
vegetable growing, including and machinery for vegetable growing, "Investments into
in greenhouses constructing greenhouses, constructing ameliorating the
and renovating buildings, performance of each
establishment of irrigation systems farm", farmers
1.3.2. Construction and renovation ofarmer 2015-2020 | ERDP's measure MA, EARIB, farmers
buildings needed for storage and "Investments into
conservation of vegetable productiory ameliorating the
and purchase of equipment performance of each
farm", farmers
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1.4. Development of organig 1.4.1. Purchase of the installations alfcrmer 2015-2020 | ERDP's measure MA, EARIB, farmers
farming fruit and berry machinery needed for fruit and berry "Investments into
production production ameliorating the
Purchase of plants for setting up performance of each
plantations and construction of farm", farmers
irrigation systems and other needed
facilities
1.4.2. Construction and renovation ofFarmer 2015-2020 | ERDP's measure MA, EARIB, farmers
buildings needed for storage and "Investments into
conservation of fruit and berry ameliorating the
production and purchase of equipment performance of each
farm", farmers
1.5. Developing organic crop 1.5.1. Improving of technological Farmer 2015-2020 | ERDP's measure MA, EARIB, farmers
production possibilities (appliances and machinery "Investments into
needed for crop production, storage, ameliorating the
dryers and buildings) performance of each
farm", farmers
1.6. Development of organig 1.6.1. Development of production angrarmer 2015-2020 | ERDP's measure MA, EARIB farmers,
livestock production processing of organic feed "Investments into
ameliorating the
performance of each
farm", farmers
1.6.2. Promotion of cultivating and [Farmer 2015-2020 | ERDP's measure MA, EARIB farmers,
using uncommon soiling crop rich in "Investments into
protein ameliorating the
performance of each
farm", farmers
1.6.3. Construction and re-constructifirmer 2015-2020 | ERDP's measure MA, EARIB, farmers
of farm buildings for animals to "Investments into
improve their welfare. ameliorating the
performance of each
farm", farmers
1.7. Development of organig 1.7.1. Construction of needed facilitieEarmers 2015-2020, European Maritime and MA, EARIB, farmers
aquaculture and purchase of installations Fisheries Fund
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1.7.2. Purchase of the reproductive [Farmer 2015-2020 | Farmers Farmers
material needed for organic
aquaculture

1.8. Recognition of best 1.8.1. Competition of organic farmersFarmer 2014-2020 | State budget 7x5000 MA
organic farmers

1.8.2. Organising an organic farming|Farmer 2014-2020 | State budget 7x3000 MA
theme day with the announcement of
competition results (with the

processors, see Processing 3.2)

1.9. Developing collective | 1.9.1. Promoting joint action of the [Farmer 2015-2020 | ERDP's measure MA, EARIB farmers,
action of producers producers for purchase of input of "Setting up of producer
products and distribution the products groups" and
"Cooperation"
farmers
- Setting up of producer groupgFarmer 2015-2020 | ERDP's measure MA, EARIB farmers,
"Setting up of producer
groups”
- Developing the activities of |Farmer 2015-2020 | ERDP's measure MA, EARIB, farmers
producer groups "Setting up of producer
groups"
1.9.2. Supporting of an umbrella Farmer 2015-2012 | State budget 6x10000 MA

organisation for developing organic
farmers cooperation

1.10. Improving the 1.10.1. Putting innovative solutions [Farmer 2015-2020 | ERDP's measure MA, EARIB, farmers
productivity, the into service "Cooperation” (EIP)

effectiveness and the quality and "Investments into

of organic production better performance of

farms", farmers

2. Processing

Objective: Enterprises engaged in organic procgssia competitive and the number of enterprisesiged) in preparation of organic products
has increased
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Measure Activity Target group | Period Support altermatives* | Approximat | Function
and source of e cost (EUR)
financing
2.1. Development of organig 2.1.1. Purchase of equipment (for Farmers an 2015-2020 | ERDP's measure MA, EARIB, farmers
production processing, sorting, packaging, storingorocessol "Investments into and processors
etc.), construction and renovation of processing and
warehouses and production halls distribution the
agricultural products®,
farmers and processors
2.1.2. Developing the organic productg-armers ani 2015-2020 | ERDP's measure MA, EARIB, farmers
and their technologies and extension ggrocessol "Cooperation”, farmers and processors
the assortment of processed organic and processors
products
2014 State budget 2000
2.1.3. Developing the cooperation Farmers an 2015-2020 | ERDP's measure MA, EARIB, farmers
between organic farmers, processors gmndcessol "Cooperation”, farmers and processors
distributors, including commercial and processors
chains
- Support in organising logistics,[Farmers ani 2015-2020 | ERDP's measure MA, EARIB, farmers
including IT solutions and processol "Cooperation”, farmers and processors
transportation and processors
- Start-up, management and Farmers an 2015-2020 | ERDP's measure MA, EARIB, farmers
custody of collaborative projecisrocessol "Cooperation”, farmers and processors
and processors
- Encouraging the acquisition of [Farmers ani 2015-2020 | ERDP's measure MA, EARIB, farmers
common equipment and processol "Investments into and processors
buildings processing and
distribution
agricultural products”,
farmers and processofs
2.1.4. Cooperation with other countrieg-armers ani 2014-2020 | ERDP's measure MA, EARIB, farmers

in developing organic processing,

[Processol

including product development

"Cooperation”, farmer
and processors

and processors
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2.2. Developing organic 2.2.1. Enhancing the creation and Farmers ar 2015-2020 | ERDP's measure MA, EARIB,
farming processing centres | development of organic farming processol "Investments into processors
processing centres processing and
distribution
agricultural products”,
farmers and processors
2.3. Competition for best 2.3.1. Competition of organic product [Processol 2014-2020 | State budget 7x2000 MA
organic product
2.3.2. Declaration of the competition [Processol 2014-2020 | State budget MA
results and choosing the audience's
favourite with declaring the winners of
the best organic farmer's competition
(Organic food say with the producers,
see "Production” - 8.2)
3. Catering
Objective: Proportion of organic food in cateringexprises is significant
Measure Activity Target group Period Support alternatives* | Approximate | Function
and source of cost (EUR)
financing
3.1. Raising awareness | 3.1.1. Introducing the principles of Caterers, LA, 2014-2016 | State budget 3x2000 MA
about organic catering | organic farming, organic product child care
labelling and requirements of organic | institutions 2017-2020 4x1000
catering to different target groups
3.1.2.0rganising, advising, training andCaterers 2015-2020  State budget 6x2000 MA
communication for caterers
- Advising caterers in starting andCaterers 2014-2016 | State budget 3x4500 MA
developing organic catering 2017-2020 4x3000
- Compiling manuals on the use Caterers 2014, 2016,State budget 4x7500 MA

of organic food for different
target groups among catering

enterprises

2018, 2020
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- Publishing organic food Child care 2015 Market development 8000 MA, farmers
cookbooks and compiling institutions and support
recommended customised (inc. caterers 2018 6000
financially) organic food menus
for child care institutions
- Organic catering workshops fof Caterers 2015-2020 | State budget 6x4000 MA
caterers, also with foreign
lecturers 2015, 2016 2x5000
3.1.3. Introducing organic food succegsThe public, LA, | 2016, 2018,/ State budget 3x5000 MA
stories (also from other countries) child care 2020
institutions,
caterers
3.1.4. Catering organic food at public | Public 2014-2020| State budget 7x2000 MA
events
3.1.5. Stimulation of awareness about| Farmers, 2014, 2018 | State budget 2x2500 MA
supplying products processed at home oaterers
in community kitchens into catering
enterprises
3.2. Developing the entry 3.2.1. Developing and implementation| Farmers, 2015-2016 | State budget 10,000 MA
of organic food into of the programme "Organic food in chilgorocessors, (development of
catering enterprises care institutions" caterers, child the programme)
care institutions,
LA
3.2.2. Compiling a guide document in | LA, public 2014 State budget 3000 MA
order to raise organic food to a privilegeauthorities
position in public sector procurements 2018 2000
3.2.3. Presentation of the possibilities pFarmers, 2015-2020 | State budget MA, LA
offering organic products to the schoo| Processors,
fruit and vegetables and school milk | Caterers, child
. care institutions,
support applicants LA
3. 2.4. Organising the competition "TheCaterers 2015-2020 State budget 6x6000 MA

best organic caterer" (different
categories for kindergartens, schools,
restaurants)
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3.2.5. Development and introduction gf Caterers, the 2014 State budget 2500 MA
a label referring to organic ingredients| public
of the food prepared in a catering
enterprise
3.3. Development of co- | 3.3.1. Developing cooperation betweenCaterers 2015, 2016,State budget 3x1000 MA
operation caterers for ordering organic products 2019
jointly
3.3.2. Creating cooperation networks fo€Caterers 2016, 2017,State budget 3x1000 MA
caterers 2020
3.3.3. Developing cooperation betweerCaterers 2016, 2020 State budget 2x5000 MA
Estonian caterers and caterers from other
countries
3.3.4. Developing cooperation betweehFarmers, 2015, 2016, State budget 4x1000 MA
producers, processors and caterer processors, 2018, 2020
organisations caterers
4. Distribution and consumption
Objective:A large variety of organic products is availabletfte consumer and the consumer is knowledgealdsgamic farming.
Measure Activity Target group Frequency | Support alernatives* | Approximat | Function
and source of e cost (EUR)
financing
4.1. Development of 4.1.1. Introducing the principles and | Distributors, 2014-2020 | Market development MA, farmers
distribution of the organig products of organic farming to the farmers support, farmers
products distributors
4.1.2. Creating and managing an The public, 2014 State budget, farmers 6000 MA, farmers
information portal for marketed organic consumers
products 2015-2020 6x2400
4.1.3. Introduction of the possibilities in Farmers, 2014-2020 | State budget 7x1000 MA, LA, public
public procurements for sourcing processors, authorities
organic products (so called green publidistributors,
procurements) consumers
4.1.4. Creating and developing Farmers, 2015-20ZRDP's measure
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distribution centres for stocking, processors, "Cooperation”
wholesale and logistics of organic distributors farmers
products
4.1.5. Research on organic food markefrhe public, 2014-2020 | State budget MA
and consuming, including gathering | farmers,
information on prices of organic processors,
products distributors
4.1.6. Gathering information about The public, 2014, 2016, State budget 4x5000 MA
organic products exported and sold in| farmers, 2018, 2020
other European Union countries processors,
distributors
4.1.7. Organising and participating in | The public, 2015-2020 | ERDP's measure MA, EARIB, farmers
organic markets, fairs, exhibitions and| farmers, "Cooperation"
other events, preparing publicity processors, farmers,
materials distributors State budget
: , Consumers, 2015-2020 | ERDP's measure MA, EARIB, farmers
4.1.8. Creating short supply chains ancI]c e tion"
developing their activities armers, ooperation
processors farmers
4.1.9. Promoting the development of | Consumers, 2015-2020 | ERDP's measure MA, EARIB, farmers
regional consumer networks farmers, "Cooperation"
processors farmers
4.2. Raising consumer's | 4.2.1. Organisation of campaigns aimedConsumers 2014-2020  Market developing MA, farmers
awareness about organig at informing about organic food support,
farming farmers,
State budget
4.2.2. Informing the public about 2014-2020 | Farmers, MA, farmers
organic food in cooperation with the | Consumers State budget
media
4.2.3. Publishing materials on organic 2014-2020 | Market developing MA, farmers
farming for different target groups All target support,
groups 7x1500
State budget
4.2.4. Introducing organic farming to | LA-s, heads of | 2015-2020 | State budget 6x5000 MA in cooperation
different target groups, for example LA-child care with MSA, MER,
s, heads of child care institutions, institutions, Leader action groups
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teachers, children, parents, medical statéachers,

health professionals and social worker

schildren and
parents

and organic
organisations

5. Scientific and applied research, training, coureling and diffusion of information

Objective: Organic farming is sustainable and cditipe through widespread implementation of knovgedreation and knowledge transfer.

Measure Activity Target group Period Support alternatives* | Approximat | Function
and source of e cost (EUR)
financing
5.1. Enrichment of the 5.1.1. Creation and development of a | Farmers and 2015-2020 | ERDP's measure MA
subjects of scientific and | organic knowledge transfer centre and processors "Knowledge transfer
applied research on starting up a long-term programme of and notification"
organic farming and their| knowledge transfer
connection to production
and processing
5.1.2. Mapping of research on organic Scientists, 2015-2020 | State budget MA, EULS, ECRI
farming and scientific resources, farmers and
elaborating the development needs andorocessors,
agreeing on the prioritised aspects of | distributors and
research and co-coordinating the work consumers
- Establishing a list of Master | Master and 2015-2020 | State budget MA, EULS, ECRI
students' subjects of applied | Doctorate
research on organic farming, | students
and research training;
establishing a list of Doctorate
students' subjects of base and
applied research on organic
farming, and research training
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5.1.3. Promotion of cooperation betwegeRarmers and 2015-2020 | ERDP's measure MA, scientists,
producers, processors and research androcessors, "Cooperation”, farmers farmers and processor
applied establishments, for example | scientists and processors
creation of EIP's organic farming
working group
5.1.4. Increasing the State's contributiprarmers and 2014 State budget 27,933 | MA, scientists
into Estonian scientists taking part in | processors
cooperation projects through 2015-2020
international scientific networks (Era-
Net Core Organic Il, CORE Organic
Plus etc.)
5.1.5. Research on organic technologieBarmers 2015-2020f ERDP's measure MA, scientists
for beekeeping, plant production and "Cooperation"
livestock production, including long- farmers and
term tests and studies and identificatign processors,
of suitable varieties for organic farming RUP
and plant breeding
5.1.6. Research on the quality of organi€he public, 2015-2020 MA, scientists
food and feed, improvement of farmers and ERDP's measure
laboratory base processors "Transfer of

knowledge and

notification",

RUP,

MER, structural

instruments,

Horizon 2020
5.1.7. Socio-economical research on | The public, 2015-2020 | ERDP's measure MA, scientists
organic farming farmers and "Transfer of

processors, knowledge and
distributors notification",
RUP
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5.1.8 Creation of model enterprises andlhe public, 2015-2020 | ERDP's measure Farmers, processors,
conduct of model tests in order to bind farmers and "Cooperation”, farmers scientists
the scientific research to production angrocessors and processors
processing
5.1.9. Giving advantage to organic Scientists, 2015-2020 | ERDP TS, MA
research, if possible, in developing a | farmers and RUP
sustainable farming system processors
5.1.10. Taking part in the work of Research and | 2014-2020 | State budget MA, EULS, ECRI
international organisations and development
cooperation networks institutions
5.2. Supporting 5.2.1. Co-funding of participation in Farmers and 2014-2020 | State budget, organid MA, organic
cooperation projects of | national and international organic processors, organisations organisations
training and disseminationfarming projects research and
of information development
institutions
- Bilateral collaborative projects Farmers and | 2014-2020 | State budget, organig MA, organic
processors, organisations organisations
research and
development
institutions
5.2.2. Initiating and undertaking Farmers and 2015-2020 | ERDP's measure MA, EARIB,
cooperation projects for knowledge processors, "Transfer of scientists, farmers ang
transfer distributors knowledge and processors
notification"
5.2.3. Initiation of information exchangeFarmers and 2015-2020 | State budget, organid MA, organic
programmes and projects of organic | processors organisations organisations
farming, with other countries and
organisations, and participating in them
5.2.4. Information exchange with other Farmers and 2015, 2018, State budget, organic 3x5000 MA, organic
countries on the subject of cultivation,| processors 2020 organisations organisations
processing and distributing of organic
aquaculture
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5.3. Organising training | 5.3.1. Organisation of organic farming| Farmers, 2014 ERDP TS MA, EARIB
and awareness-raising fartraining and information days for processors,
enterprises engaged in | producers, processors and distributors distributors 2015-2020 | ERDP's measure
organic farming (also with foreign lecturers) and starting "Transfer of
up long-term training programmes knowledge and
notification"
5.3.2. Creation of a practical knowledge~armers 2015-2020 ERDP's measure MA, EARIB, farmers
bases for organic farming (knowledge "Cooperation" and
transfer centre, using model enterprisgs "Transfer of
etc. tests for training and practice) knowledge and
notification”
farmers
5.3.3. Creation of a practical study Processors 2015-2020 ERDP's measure MA, EARIB,
centre for small scale processing and "Cooperation" and processors
using it for training organic processors. "Transfer of
knowledge and
notification”
processors
5.4. Developing an 5.4.1. Organic farming training for Advisers 2015-2020| ERDP's measure MA EARIB,
organic farming advisers| advisers, including development and "Advisory service Coordinating centre
system implementation of training programmes support” for advice
5.4.2. Preparation and publishing of | Advisers 2015-2020| ERDP's measure MA EARIB,
common materials needed for organic "Advisory service Coordinating centre
farming advisory service support” for advice
5.4.3. Organisation of common organic Farmers, 2014 ERDP TS MA EARIB,
farming study days for producers, advisers, Coordinating centre
advisors and compliance authority 2015-2020 | ERDP's measure for advice
officers "Knowledge transfer
and notification" and
"Advisory service
support"
5.4.4. Increasing the usage of organic| Farmers 2015-2020f ERDP's measure MA EARIB,

farming advisory service

"Advisory service
support"

Coordinating centre
for advice
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5.5. Extension of the 5.5.1. Extension of the educational Pupils, students| 2014-2020  State budget MA in ecaion
subject of organic farming resources of general education schools with SA Innove and
into higher education with topics of organic farming and Ministry of Education
institutions’, vocational | organic food and Research
institutions' and general
education school's study
programmes and subject
syllabus
5.5.2. Developing study programmes ofPupils, students| 2014-2020 State budget MA in eoaifpn
organic farming (including organic with SA Innove and
producing, processing and catering) fqr Ministry of Education
vocational and higher education and Research
institutions
5.6. Preparation and 5.6.1. Preparation and distribution of | Farmers and 2015-2020 | ERDP's measure MA, EARIB
distribution of organic guidance documents for organic farmerprocessors "Transfer of
farming related and small scale handlers knowledge and
information materials for notification”
enterprises engaged in
organic farming
5.6.2. Preparation and distribution of | Farmers and 2015-2020 | ERDP's measure MA, EARIB
professional publications related to processors "Transfer of
organic farming and making of knowledge and
educational documentaries notification"
5.6.3. Preparation and distribution of | Farmers and 2015-2020 | ERDP's measure MA, EARIB
publications promoting scientific and | processors "Transfer of
applied research from Estonia and knowledge and
abroad on organic farming notification"
5.6.4. Publishing the constantly updatedrarmers and 2015-2020 | ERDP's measure MA, EARIB
information on organic farming, on the| processors "Transfer of
Internet, including training and reports knowledge and
notification"
- Publishing and distribution of | Farmers and 2015-2020 | ERDP's measure MA, EARIB, organic

the magazine “Organic
Farming”

processors

("Mahepbllumajanduse leht”)

"Transfer of
knowledge and
notification"

organisations
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- Administration of the Organic | Farmers and 2015-2020 | State budget MA, organic
Club webpage processors organisations
5.7. Introducing organic | 5.7.1. Organising conferences on The public, 2014 State budget 9500 MA
farming to the public organic farming
2015-2020 | ERDP's measure Organic organisations
"Transfer of
knowledge and
notification”
5.7.2. Introducing organic farming to | Public 2014-2020| State budget, MA, organic
different target groups market development organisations
support
5.7.3. Organising information days in | Public 2015-2020 | State budget, MA, organic
model enterprises and introducing model market development organisations
tests support
5.7.4. Sharing the scientific results of | The public, 2015-2020 | ERDP's measure Research and
organic farming in a simple and farmers "Transfer of development
understandable format knowledge and institutions
notification”
5.7.5. Recognition of the best media | Public 2014-2020| Organic organisations Organi@oigations
report related to organic farming or the
reporter behind it
5.7.6. Drawing up regional tourism Public 2014-2020 | State budget, MA, farmers

maps about enterprises engaged in
organic farming

ERDP's measure
"LEADER for local

development"

6. Legislation and supervision — objectives, measess and activities

Objective: Supervision over compliance with theuiegments of organic farming and enterprise's canpk with the requirements is

guaranteed

Measure

Activity

Target group

Period

Support alternatives*
and source of

financing

Approximat

e cost (EUR)

Function
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nd

6.1. Creation of a high- | 6.1.1. Cooperation in preparation of |Officials, social | 2014-2020 | State budget MA
guality legal environment] clear, simple and precise legal acts in [ffeatners
domain of organic farming
6.2. Ameliorating the 6.2.1. Creating IT solutions for Enterprises 2014 State budget MA, AB, VFB
efficiency and quality of | arrangement of Organic Farming engaged in
supervision Register, AB and VFB information organic farming
systems
- Analysis of AB and VFB Enterprises 2014 State budget 40,000 MA, AB, VFB
information systems engaged in
organic farming
- Development and application gEnterprises 2016 Structural Funds, selft 500,000 MA, AB, VFB
information systems engaged in financing, state budget
organic farming
6.2.2. Purchasing mobile work VFB organic 2016-2020 | State budget 300,000 Veterinary and Fo(
equipment for VFB compliance officergarming officers Board
for accessing the information system
6.2.3. Developing the data bases of |[Enterprises 2014-2020 | State budget AB
organic seed engaged in
organic farming,
compliance
officers
- Analyses of IT system Enterprises 2014-2020 | State budget AB
engaged in
organic farming,
compliance
officers
- Developing and application of [Enterprises 2014-2020 | State budget AB
IT system engaged in
organic farming,
compliance
officers
6.3. Ameliorating the 6.3.1. Simplifying the administration |[Enterprises 2014-2015 | State budget MA, SE, AB, EARIE
public service supply of | through arrangement of data bases |engaged in ARC

supervisory authorities

and the exchange of

organic farming

;l
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information
- Analysis of the possibilities of |AB, EARIB, 2014 State budget ARC, AB, EARIB
arranging the data bases neededterprises
for providing EARIB and AB  |lengaged in
data on plant production organic farming
- Developing and applyinga  |AB, EARIB, 2015 State budget MA, AB, EARIB
common data format enterprises
engaged in
organic farming
6.3.2. Creating e-services in client portal Eniegs 2014-2015 | State budget MA, AB, EARIB
engaged in
organic farming,
the public
- Arranging a common client  [Enterprises 2014 State budget 100,000 MA, AB, EARIB
portal engaged in
organic farming,
the public
- Creating e-services in commonEnterprises 2015 State budget 100,000 MA, AB, EARIB
client portal engaged in
organic farming,
the public
6.3.3. Connecting the Organic Farmingenterprises 2014-2015 | State budget MA, EARIB, AB
Register with the Geographical engaged in
Information System organic farming,
- Applying the application of the [Enterprises 2016 State budget MA, EARIB, AB
card (creating a layer for organgngaged in
farming) organic farming,
- connecting the data in the Enterprises 2016 State budget MA, EARIB, AB
application of the card with thelengaged in
data of the Organic Farming |organic farming
Register
6.4. Raising the 6.4.1. Participating in foreign projects MA, AB, VFB 2014 State budget 1,500 MA, AB, VFB
proficiency of the organic farming
compliance officers officers 2015-2020 6x1500
6.4.2. Cooperation with other countriesMA, AB, VFB 2015-2020 | State budget MA, AB, VFB
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audit institutions

organicfarming
officers

6.4.3. Common training (also with a |[MA organic 2014, 2015, | State budget 4x2500 MA
foreign lecturer) farming officers. | 2018, 2020
AB and VFB
organic farmin¢ | 2016, 2017, 3x5000
surveyor 2019
6.4.4. Guide books (manuals) for AB and VFB 2014-2020 | State budget AB, VFB
compliance officers organic farming
surveyor

List of abbreviations: MA-Ministry of AgricultureAB-Agricultural Board, VFB-Veterinary and Food BdarEARIB-Estonian Agricultural
Registers and Information Board, ARC-Agriculturaédearch Centre, SE-Statistics Estonia, EIP-Europaaovation Partnership, LA-Local
authority, MSA-Ministry of Social Affairs, MER-Mimitry of Education and Research, ECRI-Estonian @egearch Institute, ERDP-Estonia’s
Rural Development Plan, ERDP TS-Estonia’s Ruralddgyment Plan’s technical support.

* In addition to the specified ERDP action, supgdortactivity described in the implementation ptzm also be obtained through ERDP's action
"LEADER local development” and the enterprises mlap use the support granted in the frameworknaiitial engineering instruments.

Ants Noot

Secretary General
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